
Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
January 21st, 2014

NEXT MEETING: February 18th; 3:30pm
@ Achievement Services, 215 N. 5th St.

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Sherry Domann, Infant-Toddler Program; Elaine
Scott, Family Literacy Center/Happy Hearts; Pam Wilburn, NEK-CAP Early Head Start; Katie Vollmer,
Parent Member; Amy Cochran, The Family Conservancy; David Myers, USD #409; Iola Brubaker, The
Salvation Army; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center; Sheila Boos, Independent Member; Nancy Bullock,
Parent Member/ASNEK,

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 3:35 pm on Tuesday, January 21st, 2014.

Secretary Report: Katie Vollmer made the motion, to approve the minutes for December 17th, 2013, and
David Myers seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved with corrections.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Early Childhood Committee Report: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail and in person: (added
at meeting)
• ECC Meeting 1/7/14; Present: Stephanie Berkhalter, Elaine Scott, Amy Cochran, and Donna

McCloskey
• Awareness: Sherry will report at the next meeting on the progress of setting up a time to present

information about ECC to the BC Education Department. (Sherry is waiting for a response)
• Block Fest: At this time there is no Block Fest event scheduled. There was discussion about this, but

no specific date was chosen.
• BOOK Grant:

∗ Elaine brought up some questions about how the gas incentive/reimbursement system, which
is new to the BOOK grant for 2014, would work. These questions included how would
individual families qualify; what would be the process of reimbursement; could local gas
stations issue a card which could be used only for gas; would there be a $ limit per family,
and if so what would that be? Donna said she would take these questions up with David
Meyers and report back to the committee.

∗ Donna reported on the upcoming Parenting with Love and Logic classes, which will begin on
Tuesday, February 25 and run for five weeks. They will be located at AES, and begin at 5:30
with a free family dinner provided by USD 409 through the BOOK program. Classes will be
from 6:00 to 8:00 and free child care is provided for children up to 12 years old. Anyone who
needs flyers should contact Donna. Currently six families are registered and there is space for
up to 30 families’ total. There is a $10 fee per family to cover the cost of workbooks.

∗ Donna brought some of the BOOK iPads (there are 5) to show ECC members the early
learning and special need apps and encourage providers to check them out for use with
preschool children and parents. Elaine checked out an iPad to use with children at the Family
Literacy Center.

∗ There was discussion about the upcoming Grant Writing Seminar, which is being arranged by
the Extension Office. At the time of the meeting, no one had received any new information
about it. After the meeting, Donna received an email and a registration form is attached to the
minutes.



Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Kate Werring, in person:
 They have filed paperwork for incorporation, and are currently working on their 501c3 status.
 The Community Support and Expectations Action Team was the also recipient of a $21,000 grant

for alcohol use prevention among high school youth. This prevention program will have several
components: There will be training for law enforcement on how to deal with underage teens who
are having parties that include alcohol and drugs. Alcohol EDU, a web-based education program
for high school students, will be provided in each of the 3 county high schools during the spring
semester. A MADD Power of Parenting program for parents will be provided. There is funding for
a media campaign which will include billboards and radio spots.

 Live Well, Live Healthy was a recipient of $10,000 from the Courtney S. Turner trust.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on The Believing in Opportunities for our Kids (BOOK): Submitted by Donna

McCloskey, by e-mail
∗ Donna’s office has resource kits for checkout by families and childcare providers. Available

Resource Kits: Parenting with Love and Logic, Early Literacy, Sensory Processing Disorder, and
Dealing with Grief.

∗ Read and Sing to Your Bunny packets were delivered to 8 families of new babies in December and
January.

∗ The next 5-week session of Parenting with Love and Logic Classes will begin on Tuesday,
February 25. Flyers are available. There is a $10 fee per family to cover the cost of the workbooks,
with a limited number of scholarships available based on need. Referrals from Dream Team
members are encouraged!

∗ The Teen Parent Support Group will meet twice a month on Fridays during Redmen Time at AHS
beginning January 24.

∗ The 6X6 Library events for 2014 will begin on Monday, February 3, at 5:30 PM and continue on
the first Monday of each month.

∗ Donna has been a guest reader at the AES AM and PM Preschool classes and the Family Literacy
Center, distributing books to each of the children at these centers.

∗ 5 iPads for checkout by providers are in Donna’s office. Each has about 90 apps for early literacy,
math, fine motor, sorting and matching, art, baby signs, music, special needs etc. They are for use
with children three years old and up.

∗ The Atchison Area Autism Support Group has been in touch with the Lansing/Leavenworth Autism
Support Group and members of the Atchison group plan to attend Leavenworth’s Feb. 11 meeting
where information will be presented on KU Therapy Services & Sibling Dynamics.

• Grant Writing Seminar – January 29, 2014 from 9am- 4pm. Only 2 individuals are registered at this
time. Please let Diane Nielson know if you are still interested in attending.

• Dream Team Retreat Update: Please keep March 7, 2014 on your calendars for the upcoming retreat.
More information will be provided at a later date. This retreat will be an opportunity to discuss Dream
Team goals, future, and what our role is in the community. We will also be discussing options for the
use of the remaining ECC funds.

• Remember to renew your membership dues: Tina Pierce has distributed the updated membership forms
and it is also available on the Dream Team website.

NEW BUSINESS
• Vote on Renewing Atchison Chamber of Commerce Membership for 2014: Discussion was held

regarding renewing membership with the Atchison Chamber of Commerce. We have not yet received a
request for dues; however Tina Pierce requested we complete the vote so it can be acted upon once the
request is received. David Myers made the motion that the Dream Team renew its membership to the
Atchison Chamber of Commerce in an amount not to exceed $225. Sheila Boos seconded the motion;
the motion was voted on and passed.



• Vote on Supporting the Fire Pup program for 2014 (usually the solicitation is sent in Aug/Sept):
Discussion was held regarding renewing a donation to the Fire Pup program. We have not yet received
a request for a donation; however Tina Pierce requested we complete the vote so it can be acted upon
once the request is received. Kate Werring made the motion for the Dream Team to support the Fire
Pup program to an amount not to exceed $75. Katie Vollmer seconded the motion; the motion was
voted on and passed.

• Filing of Secretary of State Report: Tina Pierce reported that the filing of the Secretary of State Report
has been completed for the year of 2013.

• Filing of 990: Tina Pierce reported that the filing of the 990 report has been completed for the year of
2013.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Second Harvest Food Distribution: The Second Harvest Food Distribution is held every 3rd Saturday

of the month, beginning at 10 am. This is held at the Boys & Girls Club, 1215 Ash St. in Atchison.
They can always use volunteers on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to help unload the trucks, sort the
food, and assist with the distribution process.

• Keystone payment in regards to the Book Grant: Discussion was held regarding the amount that
Keystone is requesting the Dream Team pay for inclusion in the BOOK program. It was noted that
there is no clear record of any commitment from the Dream Team and that it was not mentioned in the
grant which funded the BOOK program. Keystone is requesting the Dream Team pay $8,475.13. The
Dream Team has paid $3,600 which lowers the requested amount to $4,875.13. This matter will be
placed on the agenda for the Dream Team to entertain the motion to use the $2,500, which that the
Dream Team received from the Westerman grant, to complete the payment to Keystone for our
participation in the BOOK program.

• Flea Market fund raiser: Brief discussion was held in regards to the idea of having a food booth at the
Flea Market, as a fund raiser. This topic was tabled for further discussion at the next meeting.

• It was reported that the Red Cross office in Atchison is now closed.

AGENCY REPORTS:

Guidance Center: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover, by email and Kate Werring, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $229.11 as of 12/31/13. These funds are

used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within their home and there is
a financial need. The applicant first must check at least 2 community resources and be denied help
before applying. These funds are available to anyone meeting the criteria in the Atchison Community.
To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

• The Guidance center will be providing “Health Homes” through the KanCare program. The goal is to
provide better health care to adults with dual diagnosis, Mentally Ill/Chronic Health Issues. One
indicator that the program is effective will be that individuals will have a decrease in the frequency of
ER visits and hospital stays. The Guidance Center will be hiring nurses for this program.

Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance:
• Infant-Toddler is serving 15 children and their families at this time. There are three children in the

transition process currently and one new referral. One child exited the program in the past month and
no new IFSPs were developed; there are two children in the IFSP development process.

• The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will be held
February 7 at AES at 900 am. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE
screening.

• There are opening in the program and referrals are being requested.



Parent Member reports:
Katie Vollmer – Katie reported that her 4 year old child is scheduled to have a Comprehensive

Developmental Evaluation completed at Children's Mercy. She has concerns regarding the
child's hearing.

Nancy Bullock – Nancy reported that the Atchison YMCA has swimming classes available for
individuals, of any age, with Special Needs. These classes provide 1:1 teachers for the
individual.

Salvation Army: Submitted by Iola Brubaker, in attendance:
 Food Commodities will be distributed on Feb. 25th from 1-4pm. Individuals must have a photo ID

when picking up their items.
 The Food Pantry is open Monday- Friday, 9am – 3:30pm. It is preferred that the client make an

appointment. Registering for assistance for bill payment is Monday – Thursday.

Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)
Assessing Student Schedules and Work
Systems

Jan 22 Webinar 1.0 None

Routines-Based Interview (RBI) Training Jan 24 Topeka 5.5 None
Developing a Visual Schedule Jan 29 Webinar 1.0 None
Using Simple Strategies to Improve Classroom
Behavior and Increase Engagement (Project
EMPOWER)

Jan 30 Lawrence 2.0 None

Happy Mealtimes Jan 31 Topeka 6.5 $149-169
Families Together-Family Enrichment
Weekend

Feb 14-16 Garden City 7.5/day None
(families
only)

Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data
Collection (for autism)-Part 1: Selecting and
Defining Behaviors

Feb 19 Webinar .75 None

Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data
Collection (for autism)-Part 2: Obtaining a
Baseline Measure

Feb 26 Webinar .75 None

Midwest Symposium for Leadership in
Behavior Disorders

Feb 27 Kansas City 13.5 $110-160

Families Together-Together We Can Learn
Conference

Mar 1 Wichita 7.5 $20-50

Katie Vollmer moved to end the meeting and Sheila Boos seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 4:50pm on January 21st, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
February 18th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: March 18th; 3:30pm
@ Achievement Services, 215 N. 5th St.

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Norm White, DCF; Kate Vollmer, Parent Member;
Iola Brubaker, Salvation Army; Janet Settich, Parents as Teachers; Sherry Domann, Infant-Toddler
Program; Elaine Scott, Family Literacy; Donna McCloskey, BOOK Program; Sheila Boos, Independent
Member; Joshua Snyder, USD #377; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center; Diane Nielson, K-State
Research/Extension Office, Atchison County; and Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK,

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 3:30 pm on Tuesday, February 18th, 2014

Secretary Report: Sheila Boos made the motion, to approve the minutes for January 18th, 2014; Katie
Vollmer seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved with corrections.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Introductions: Joshua Snyder a counselor from USD #377 was in attendance and shared that he is
currently heading the Suicide Prevention Task Force in Atchison County. He is also on the Sexual
Education Task Force in Atchison County. He is an action team co-chair for Live Well, Live Atchison, as
well.

Presentation:
The Atchison Community Health Clinic: Kate Werring, The Guidance Center, presented:

• The Atchison Community Health Clinic is a Safety Net clinic that provides services to uninsured
residents of Atchison and other areas served by the Atchison Hospital. The clinic is located at 1412
North 2nd Street; Atchison, KS 66002 Phone: (913) 367-4879. The medical clinic is open Monday &
Thursday, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm and Tuesday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. (See the attached
brochure for more information) The clinic been in operation for 5 years and most patients have been
adults. Basic health needs are provided by clinic, including some dental care. There are only a few
paid positions, with the majority of health care provided by doctors, nurses, social workers, and
dentists that volunteer their time and services. Funding is provided through donations from the
patients and community members. There are some state grants that aid in funding. Plans for
beginning a weight loss clinic, a smoking cessation group, and OB-GYN services, are in progress.

Early Childhood Committee Report: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail and in person: (added
at meeting)

• ECC Meeting 2/11/14 Present: Sherry Domann, Stephanie Berkhalter, Diane Kerekanich, Bekki
Parsons, and Donna McCloskey

• The ECC awareness event at BC is being put off until March due to scheduling conflicts. At that time
Sherry and Bekki will present to a group of student teachers with information about the ECC and
community resources for early childhood.

• No block fest events are being scheduled at this time.
• Diane Kerekanich reported on the Breastfeeding clinic at the Health Department. It was closed last

week due to inclement weather. Due to budget cuts, Diane has been authorized to work 6 hours a
week. On average she speaks to 4 prenatal or new moms every Wednesday. She is working with a
volunteer parent to get her involved with the Hiawatha La Leche League in order for her to receive
the training to work with parents at the Health Department.



 

• There was a discussion about WIC services. Diane reported that there will be training upcoming
through the state WIC program on baby attachment. Members discussed the Healthy Start Program
available through the WIC program. Providers are encouraged to make referrals to the Health
Department regarding any families who would benefit from Healthy Start visits. Healthy Start can
include visits by a Health Department nurse and a dietician. Sherry mentioned that the Infant Toddler
Program can provide nursing services to enrolled families. Diane also said that any parent can come
into the Health Department to weigh their baby during office hours. Sherry said the Infant Toddler
Program also has baby scales.

• Donna reported on BOOK Grant activities.
∗ Four new resource kits are available for providers and parents to check out from the BOOK

office: Early Literacy; Parenting with Love and Logic; Sensory Processing Disorder; and
Childhood Grief and Trauma. These kits contain an assortment of books, dvd’s, articles, websites,
and local resource information.

∗ Five iPads are available for checkout from the BOOK office by providers or for use in the office
by parents. Each iPad contains nearly 100 early childhood related apps.

∗ A new session of Parenting with Love and Logic Classes will begin on Feb. 25. Spaces are still
available, so contact Donna for more information. So far 13 families are enrolled.

∗ A limited number of gas vouchers and Project Concern vouchers are available for clients needing
help with transportation to BOOK events and services. Talk to Donna or Elaine Scott for more
information.

• Sherry reported that 3 members of the Atchison Area Autism Support Group are attending a meeting
in Leavenworth this evening about sibling relationships. This meeting is being sponsored by the
Leavenworth-Lansing Autism Support Group. Sherry also said she will talk to the Atchison group
about moving their meetings to the Atchison Library as possibly a more convenient site. The Atchison
Area Autism Support Group meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm at the Board of
Education office.

• Sherry told the group about the new tympanometry purchased through BOOK grant funds. It is
available for screening referred children under the age of 3 yrs.

• The next ECC meeting is scheduled for March 11.

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Kate Werring, in person:
• The action team for Community Support and Expectations, which is chaired by Kate and Joshua

Snyder, has received a mini-grant from the State of Kansas, KDADS, to provide alcohol prevention
services to Atchison County high school students. The following activities will be provided:
∗ Alcohol EDU: web-based education program which will be provided to all USD 377 and 409

senior students, and students from all four grades at Maur Hill-Mount Academy.
∗ MADD Power of Parenting: educational program for parents of teens
∗ Training for Law Enforcement Officers regarding addressing under-age drinking
∗ Media campaign to raise public awareness of the dangers of under-age drinking

OLD BUSINESS:
Progress Report on The Believing in Opportunities for our Kids (BOOK): Submitted by Donna
McCloskey, by e-mail:

• Donna’s office has resource kits for checkout by families and childcare providers. Available Resource
Kits: Parenting with Love and Logic, Early Literacy, Sensory Processing Disorder, and Dealing with
Grief and Trauma.

• There are 13 people signed up to attend the next 5-week session of Parenting with Love and Logic
Classes, which will begin on Tuesday, February 25, at AES, from 5:30-8:00 PM.

• Gas and transportation vouchers are now available for use by BOOK clients needing assistance in
attending BOOK programs and events.



• The Teen Parent Support Group is meeting on Fridays during Redmen Time (9:30-10:00 AM) at
AHS.

• The first of the 6X6 Ready to Read events for 2014 was held on Monday, February 3, at Atchison
Library with an attendance of 15 parents and 21 children. The events will continue on the first
Monday of each month.

• 5 iPads for checkout by providers are in Donna’s office. Each has over 90 apps for early literacy,
math, fine motor, sorting and matching, art, baby signs, music, special needs etc. They are for use
with children three to five years old.

• Dream Team Members are encouraged to “Like” the BOOK Facebook page
(facebook.com/BOOK409). Events and resources for prenatal through 5 year old children are
regularly posted there.

• Donna has been providing information about the BOOK program for the County Extension’s BOOK
Page.

• Read and Sing to Your Bunny gift bags continue to be given to new parents during their stay at
Atchison Hospital.

Final Report/Outcome of Grant Writing Seminar-January 29, 2014
• Several DT members who did attend this seminar noted that it was a great program and a wonderful

opportunity for professional development. Diane Nielson noted that 7 individuals attended. The total
cost of the event would have been $205.00. Lunch cost $63.00 and the rest of the expenses; snacks,
facility, and speaker, were in-kind donations. The profit of $172 will be used by the Dream Team for
paying the bookkeeper fees.

Dream Team Retreat Update-March 7, 2014
• Sherry Domann reported that the retreat will be on March 7th, 2014 from 9am – 4pm, at the Board of

Education office; with lunch provided by USD #409. Doug Bowman will be present to assist with
questions regarding the Dream Team’s role as an Inter-agency Community Council.

Entertain a Motion to expend $2500 to Keystone Learning for the 2013 BOOK Grant
• Tina Pierce presented to motion to expend $2500 to Keystone Learning for the 2013 BOOK Grant.

After some discussion, Katie Vollmer move to approved the expenditure and Nancy Bullock
seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and approved by a unanimous vote.

Courtney S. Turner Trust Outcome
• The grant proposal presented to the Courtney S. Turner Trust to assist in funding the “DARE to be

You” program was not approved for funding.

NEW BUSINESS
Fundraising for 2014 ie. Kiwanis Flea Market etc.

• Discussion was raised regarding several options for fundraising with funds to be used to aid in paying
for the bookkeeper and misc. operating expenses. After discussion Iola Brubaker made the motion to
do a food booth at the Kiwanis Flea Market on May 11th with two shifts covering the time from
10am- 3pm. The motion was seconded by Sheila Boos, voted on, and approved by a unanimous vote.
Nancy Bullock has offered to work the second shift and Pam Wilburn will see if she can work the
first shift. A committee was formed to follow up with obtaining donations and other needed items.
The committee consists of Iola Brubaker, Sheila Boos, and Sherry Domann.

Discuss the interest in participating in the Open Air Fair April 26, 2014
• A brief discussion was held regarding possibly participating in the Open Air Fair. After discussion it

was determined that there was no interest in pursuing a food booth at this event.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Tina Pierce shared with the Dream Team an invitation to the 95th Chamber of Commerce Banquet.

Anyone interested in attending can notify Nancy Bullock and obtain the invitation.



AGENCY REPORTS:

Guidance Center: Submitted by Kate Werring, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $229.11 as of 01/31/14. These funds are

used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within their home and there
is a financial need. The applicant first must check at least 2 community resources and be denied help
before applying. These funds are available to anyone meeting the criteria in the Atchison
Community. To apply contact Kate Werring, (913) 367-1593.

Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance:
• Infant-Toddler is serving 14 children and their families at this time. There are three children in the

transition process currently and three new referrals. Two children exited the program in the past
month and one new IFSP was developed; there is one child in the IFSP development process.

• The program was awarded a $5000 grant from the Courtney Turner Trust. The funds will be used to
provide more services to children and their families including home visits and specialized vision
services.

• The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children age’s birth to five will be held
March 7 at AES at 900 am. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE
screening.

K-State Research/Atchison County Extension Office: Submitted by Diane Nielson, in attendance:
• Diane shared information about the Annual Walk Kansas program. It begins 3/16- 5/10. The teams

usually consist of 6 members with a cost of $7 per person, with an additional $7.50 for Walk Kansas
t-shirts. If anyone is interested, please notify Diane for more information.

Department of Family and Children: Submitted by Norm White, in attendance:
• The DCF will be hosting a community forum, toward the end of June, at the Atchison DCF office.

The forum will discuss changes, transitions and updates in the DCF system. They are hoping for 30-
40 individuals to attend and Norm asked if Dream Team members could provide treats. Several
members volunteered to bring treats for the meeting.

Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs

/Hrs
Fee(s)

Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data Collection (for
autism)-Part 1: Selecting and Defining Behaviors

Feb 19 Webinar .75 None

Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data Collection (for
autism)-Part 2: Obtaining a Baseline Measure

Feb 26 Webinar .75 None

Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavior
Disorders

Feb 27 Kansas
City

13.5 $110-
160

Families Together-Together We Can Learn Conference Mar 1 Wichita 7.5 $20-50
Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data Collection (for
autism)-Part 3: Evaluating Data

Mar 5 Webinar .75 None

National Alliance on Mental Health Basics-(6 sessions) Mar 25-Apr 29 Topeka 15.0 None
Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data Collection (for
autism)-Part 4: Continuing to Gather Data

Apr 2 Webinar .75 None

Autism Summit Apr 5 Topeka 4.0 None

Donna McCloskey moved to end the meeting and Sheila Boos seconded that motion. The motion was
voted upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 5:00 pm on February 18th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
March 18th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: April 15th; 3:30pm
@ Achievement Services, 215 N. 5th St.

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Sherry Domann, Infant-Toddler Program; Elaine
Scott, Family Literacy Center/Happy Hearts; Pam Wilburn, NEK-CAP Early Head Start; Katie Vollmer,
Parent Member; Diane Kerekanich, Parents as Teachers Amy Cochran, The Family Conservancy; Iola
Brubaker, The Salvation Army; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center; Sheila Boos, Independent Member;
Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 3:32 pm on Tuesday, March 18th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Katie Vollmer made the motion, to approve the Dream Team minutes for February 18th,
2014, and Shelia Boos seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved with
corrections. The minutes from the Dream Team retreat were also presented with Pam Wilburn making the
motion to approve the retreat minutes. Katie Vollmer seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the
minutes were approved with corrections.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Early Childhood Committee Report: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail and in person: (added
at meeting)
 ECC Meeting 3/11/14; Present: Stephanie Berkhalter, Elaine Scott, Amy Cochran, Bekki Parsons,

Diane Kerekanich and Donna McCloskey
 Awareness:

 Sherry and Bekki will present information about the Atchison Early Childhood Agencies to
students in the Benedictine College Special Education department on March 19.

 The group discussed an awareness presentation to Live Well Live Atchison. Donna will check on
when we can present and Diane Kerekanich will present with Donna.

 Block Fest:
 We discussed possible dates for Block Fest. Bekki mentioned there will be a Car Seat Safety

Program at Atchison Hospital on May 3. There will also be participation by Atchison County
Raceway. The group agreed that this would be a good event to coordinate with if we can get
space in the Hospital. We would also need volunteers to help and BC students and parents from
the Autism Support Group were mentioned as possibilities

 Breastfeeding Clinic:
 Diane reported that the OB Department called her to work with 3 new mothers, since they are

experiencing turnover with nurses and not all are trained to work with breastfeeding mothers.
Connie Zeit is working with the hospital to provide the needed training. Diane will also be
working with the quarterly prenatal classes at the hospital.

 Diane also reported on the Kansas Health Foundation Grant proposal that Parents as Teachers is
developing in collaboration with the Kansas State Extension and the YMCA. This is an initiative
to promote fitness and nutrition to Atchison County families with children aged 5 and under. The
proposal includes fitness activities and nutrition classes with incentives for participation.

 BOOK Grant:
 Donna reported on BOOK Grant activities.

◊ Parenting with Love and Logic Classes are ongoing at the Elementary School on Tuesday
nights through April 1. Eleven parents are participating.

◊ The Teen Parent Support Group is meeting weekly on Fridays during "Redmen Time" and 6



students are participating, including one from the Middle School and one from the Alternative
School.

◊ The BOOK Transportation Voucher Program is up and running with about $200 worth of gas
vouchers and Project Concern vouchers being issued thus far to clients needing transportation
to medical appointments, parenting classes, and adult education classes.

◊ Donna is working on additional resource kits for checkout from the BOOK office, including
one on Nutrition and one on Kindergarten Readiness.

 Parenting Programs:
 Dare to Be You will be scheduled again in September, and Parenting with Love and Logic will be

offered again at about the same time.
 Other Events:

 April 6-12 week of the young child
 Topeka Poverty Conference KCAP July 16-18

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Kate Werring, in person:
 Classes are currently underway at the AHS for alcohol use prevention. These classes are led by

Joshua Snyder.
 Sharing information through the media has begun with billboards, now up in Atchison and

Effingham, and radio spots on KAIR radio.

OLD BUSINESS:
 Progress Report on the BOOK program: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail

 Donna’s office has resource kits for checkout by families and childcare providers. Available
Resource Kits: Parenting with Love and Logic, Early Literacy, Sensory Processing Disorder, and
Dealing with Grief and Trauma.

 There are 13 people signed up to attend the next 5-week session of Parenting with Love and
Logic Classes, which will begin on Tuesday, February 25, at AES, from 5:30-8:00 PM.

 Gas and transportation vouchers are now available for use by BOOK clients needing assistance in
attending BOOK programs and events.

 The Teen Parent Support Group is meeting on Fridays during Redmen Time (9:30-10:00 AM) at
AHS.

 The first of the 6X6 Ready to Read events for 2014 was held on Monday, February 3, at Atchison
Library with an attendance of 15 parents and 21 children. The events will continue on the first
Monday of each month.

 5 iPads for checkout by providers are in Donna’s office. Each has over 90 apps for early literacy,
math, fine motor, sorting and matching, art, baby signs, music, special needs etc. They are for use
with children three to five years old.

 Dream Team Members are encouraged to “Like” the BOOK Facebook page
(facebook.com/BOOK409). Events and resources for prenatal through 5 year old children are
regularly posted there.

 Donna has been providing information about the BOOK program for the County Extension’s
BOOK Page.

 Read and Sing to Your Bunny gift bags continue to be given to new parents during their stay at
Atchison Hospital.

 Dream Team Retreat Update:
 Discussion of change of date and time of meeting as well as location of the meeting: There was

discussion regarding moving the meeting to another date, time, and place, to see if more people
can attend. David Myers had noted that the Board of Education (BOE) community room will be
available in May. Katie moved that beginning in May, that the Dream Team begin meeting the 3rd

Thursday, 8:00 am – 9:30 am at the Board of Education community room. Iola Brubaker
seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the motion passed.



 Agency Report Template: The information that Nancy Bullock received from Doug Bowman
was not pertinent to our agency reports. Kate Werring offered to prepare a possible report format.

 Formation and explanation of Dream Team committees: Tina Pierce shared the discussion
regarding the formation of sub-committees

 Membership Recruitment – Top 5: Tina Pierce asked Dream Team members to list the top 5
individuals/agencies that they think would be a reciprocating member of the Dream Team. Nancy
Bullock will create a Google document for members to add these individuals/agencies.

 Kiwanis Flea Market Booth, May 11th, update: (Money raised goes to the general fund which pays for the bookkeeper
and other regular operating expenses; ie: Secretary of the State report, Chamber Dues, Fire Pup, etc.)

 Iola Brubaker provided information regarding booth cost. She also offered to provide tables and
chairs, from the Salvation Army, should we need them.

 Sheila will contact the Atchison Health Department regarding the use of a large gazebo tent that
they may have.

 Pam Wilburn, Iola Brubaker, and Sheila Boos will be working the first shift; with Nancy Bullock
and Sherry Domann working the second shift.

NEW BUSINESS
 Trauma Workshop:

 The Trauma workshop will be held Friday, August 1st from 9am- 12pm at the BOE community
room.

 211 – Resource line:
 It was noted, during the Dream Team retreat, that the United Way has a 211 Resource line

available to assist individuals, which call, to locate local community services. Nancy Bullock
will e-mail the contact information to Dream Team members, so they can complete the form, if
they choose.

 Entertain a motion to make a minor wording change to the Mission Statement of the Dream Team:
 Tina Pierce shared information regarding changing the Mission statement wording so that it is all

encompassing for the entire population of Atchison County. After discussion, Kate Werring
moved to change the Mission Statement to: The Dream Team promotes lifelong learning and inter-
agency collaboration to empower all Atchison County citizens to be productive, healthy, and self-
sufficient. Sheila Boos seconded the motion, it was voted upon and the motion passed.

 Discussion of grant funding and review of proposed form:
 After some discussion about the form. This was tabled until the April meeting.

NON-AGENDA Items
 Second Harvest Food Distribution:

 The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for March, will be held at Memorial Hall on the Saturday
after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 9am – 11am. Call Melissa at (913) 426 – 6770 for
volunteer information.

 DCF Community Forum:
 DCF will be hosting a community forum on June 16th from 12:30pm – 4:00pm. The Dream Team

members have agreed to provide cookies for this meeting.

AGENCY REPORTS:

Atchison Housing Authority: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
 Tina shared that there will be Federal changes in the housing fees. There will be a significant

increase in the flat-rate renting fees. Current tenants will be grandfathered in but will still have an
increase. The tenants in the duplex will have the highest increases. The changes are to go into effect
on June 1st. There is a meeting tomorrow 3/19/14 at AHA with tenants to answer their questions.

Early Headstart: Submitted by Pam Wilburn, in attendance:
 Early Headstart has openings for children up to 3 yrs of age.



Guidance Center: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover, by email and Kate Werring, in attendance:
 Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $229.11 as of 02/28/13. These funds are

used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within their home and there
is a financial need. The applicant first must check at least 2 community resources and be denied help
before applying. These funds are available to anyone meeting the criteria in the Atchison
Community. To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118 or Kate Werring (913) 367-1593.

 Kate has been updating a list of community resources, with the help of those who provided updated
contact information.

Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance and by e-mail:
 Infant-Toddler is serving 14 children and their families at this time. There are two children in the

transition process currently and three new referrals. Three children exited the program in the past
month and five new IFSPs were developed.

 The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will be held April
25th at AES at 900 am. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE screening.

Salvation Army: Submitted by Iola Brubaker, in attendance:
 The SNAP (Senior Nutritional Assistance Program) is in place and can be accessed by those who

meet the guidelines.

Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)
National Alliance on Mental Health Basics-
(six sessions)

Mar 25-
Apr 29

Topeka 15.0 None

Webinar Series: Four Part Series on Data
Collection (for autism)-Part 4: Continuing to
Gather Data

Apr 2 Webinar .75 None

Autism Summit Apr 5 Topeka 4.0 None
Kansas Infant-Toddler/tiny-k Database
Manager’s Meeting

Apr 10 Hutchinson 6.5 None

Kansas Infant-Toddler/tiny-k Coordinator’s
Meeting

Apr 11 Hutchinson 6.5 None

Family Dreams, Professional Goals: Planning
Together for Assistive Technology

Apr 11 Topeka 7.5 $195

TASN-ABTS-Autism Specialist Summit 2014 Apr 17-18 Overland
Park

14.0 $15

Preventing the Escalation of Problem Behavior
in School Settings

Apr 23
Apr 24

Haysville
Dodge City

2.5 None

Families Together-Family Enrichment
Weekend

Apr 25-26 Lawrence 12.0 None
(for families)

Go Baby Go: An Infant Mobility Hands-On
and Practical Workshop

May 1 Topeka 7.5 $229

Annual KAIMH Conference May 1 Wichita 8.0 $145-275

Sound START of Kansas: Emphasis on
Functional, Contextually Relevant Strategies

May 5 Salina 7.0 $30

Nancy Bullock moved to end the meeting and Iola Brubaker seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 4:50pm on March 18th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Retreat Minutes
March 7th, 2014

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Sheila Boos, Independent Member; Pam Wilburn,
NEK-CAP Early Head Start; Elaine Scott, Family Literacy; Joshua Snyder, USD #377; David Myers, USD
#409; Doug Bowman, KC CCECDS; Iola Brubaker, Salvation Army; Diane Kerekanich, Parents as
Teachers; Stefanie Leif, City of Atchison Community Development; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center;
Donna McCloskey, BOOK Program and Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK,

Retreat Opening: The retreat began at 9:07 am on Friday, March 7th, 2014. David Myers provided the
group with handouts of the agenda, Dream Team mission statement, and the list of each participating
member’s top 5 community needs (completed Nov. 2013).

Interagency Coordinating Community Council: Doug Bowman was asked to share what the state’s
requirements were for a Local Interagency Coordinating Council (LICC). The following are the minimum
guidelines:

1. Quarterly meetings (It was noted that the Dream Team is the LICC for the Infant-Toddler program
and that they require monthly meetings.)

2. There must be at least 1 representative from the following; education community, social service
community, and a parent from the community.

3. The Chairperson of the council must sign off for the application for Part C funding.

Dream Team Mission Statement: The group reviewed the mission statement and after some discussion it
was noted we would like the Dream Team to serve the whole community from prenatal to death. It was
suggested the word “all” be added to the mission statement, so it would read as follows: The Dream Team
promotes lifelong learning and inter-agency collaboration to empower all Atchison County citizens to be
productive, healthy, and self-sufficient. This change will be presented to at the next Dream Team meeting
for discussion and a vote.

Resource Guide for Atchison County: Discussion was held regarding the need for a resource guide for
all agencies to use which includes all services available in Atchison County. Kate Werring shared that she
had already completed a guide that is provided at the Atchison Health Clinic. She will share this with the
Dream Team members, via e-mail, for review. It was noted that it would be helpful to have this resource
guide available for the back to school events, county fair, and the health fair.

Iola Brubaker also shared that the United Way has a 211 information and referral number that has a
statewide database. It was discovered that the information they have for Atchison County is minimal. To
make this service more valuable to our community we would encourage each non-profit or social service
agency to submit their agency information. To add your agency’s information, go to
http://www.211kansas.org. There is a submission form to complete and either mail or fax to the office in
Wichita.

Discussion of the Top 5 Community Needs: There was much discussion about the needs of our
community and suggestions for meeting those needs. David Myers shared about the conference on
poverty, July 16th -18th, in Topeka. The Book program has paid for 20 slots which are available for anyone
who would like to attend. David will send out more information as he obtains it.

While discussing poverty and food pantries, we discussed the difficulty to eat healthy on a limited
income. Joshua Snyder noted that he knew of a Food Pantry Recipe book that had been written in the
Kansas City area. He agreed to look into obtaining a copy for us to review and see if we would like to
provide these to the community.



Is it still necessary to maintain 501c3 status?: Discussion was held about whether we wanted to
maintain the 501c3 (non-profit) status. It was determined since we do still process funds for small grants
and there is no cost involved, we would maintain the 501c3 status.

Grants: We discussed the amount of grant funds received and how the ultimate responsibility for those
funds and their management are with the executive board of the Dream Team. It was agreed that the
Dream Team will only be responsible for the financial accounting of grants received under $2000.
Discussion was also held to move forward to finalize how the grant process will work for the Dream Team
and members that wish to apply for grants.

Operational organization of Dream Team: We discussed the current meeting format and what could
make the meetings more beneficial. After some discussion it was the consensus that the agency reports are
important to know what is going on in the community and how we can collaborate and promote services
and activities. Doug Bowman will provide Nancy with templates for agency reports that are currently
being used by other ICCC’s. This template will be tweaked for the Dream Team and then be sent to the
membership. Those persons who wish to present an agency report will submit that report on the form
provided and they can give a quick overview at the meetings. The written copy can be more detailed and
the information will be distributed to the entire membership.

There was much discussion about the structure of the Dream Team meetings and if there is a more
time friendly, productive way to hear from agencies providing services from prenatal to death. The
discussion resulted in the formation of 4 sub-committees. These groups will be included under agency
reports. They will submit minutes like the ECC committee and BOOK. This allows for special projects
that are targeted to different populations to be addressed. Anyone can join these sub-committees. Once
they are ready to start, we will let the membership know when each are meeting. It was the consensus of
those in attendance that these sub-committees would meet the mission statement with the proposed small
addition (noted above). The following sub-committees were suggested: Childhood Services would
include but not be limited to preschool/education/parenting/prenatal/daycare services. Basic Needs would
include but not be limited to housing/food/transportation/food services. Health Needs would include but
not be limited to physical/spiritual/mental health services. Adult Services would include but not be limited
to aging/employment/secondary education/disability services.

The sub-committees and volunteer chairperson(s) include:

Committee Chairperson(s)
Childhood Services Sherry Domann/Donna McCloskey
Basic Needs Sheila Boos/Iola Brubaker/Stefanie Leif
Health Needs Kate Werring/Joshua Snyder
Adult Services David Myers/Nancy Bullock

Sub-committee meetings would be open to all members and you may attend as many as you like.
The sub-committee will meet and the chairperson(s) from that group will attend the Dream Team meeting
and report current events. The secretary will send out the Agency report template prior to every Dream
Team meeting and those wishing to report agency news can complete the template, e-mail it to Nancy, and
she will include them in the e-mails prior to the meeting that include the agenda. This will expedite the
completion of the minutes so the information can be shared in a timely manner. These suggestions will be
presented at the March Dream Team meeting.

Dream Team meeting time, date, and place: Discussion was held regarding meeting attendance and
several indicated they could attend more regularly if the date/time were changes. The consensus of the
group was to change the date/time/and place to the 3rd Thursday of the month at 8am. It was also noted
that the meetings would conclude by 9:30am. David Myers has offered to host the meetings at the Board
of Education meeting room to provide for a larger meeting area. He will check on the room’s availability.



Dream Team agency recruitment: Dream Team members are asked to think of 5 individuals/agencies
who you believe would be interested in being involved in the Dream Team. Please e-mail your suggestions
and if you are willing to contact any of the individuals to Nancy Bullock at nbullock@asnek.org.

A big “Thank you!” goes to all who could attend and to USD #409 for providing the breakfast options and
lunch, as well as the meeting space. (Thank you, David Myers, for the delicious homemade soup and Tina
Pierce for the cookies.)

The meeting adjourned around 2:00 pm on March 7th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
April 15th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: May 15th; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Sherry Domann, Infant-Toddler Program; Elaine
Scott, Family Literacy Center/Happy Hearts; Diane Nielson, K-State Research/Extension Office; Pam
Wilburn, NEK-CAP Early Head Start; Katie Vollmer, Parent Member; Diane Kerekanich, Parents as
Teachers; David Myers, USD #409; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center; Sheila Boos, Independent
Member; Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 3:36 pm on Tuesday, April 15th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Sheila Boos made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for March 18th,
2014, and Katie Vollmer seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Early Childhood Committee Report: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail: (added at meeting)
• The Early Childhood (Children's Services) Committee of the Dream Team met on April 8. Present:

Sherry Domann, Janet Settich, Stephanie Berkhalter, Donna McCloskey, Elaine Scott, Diane
Kerekanich, Bekki Parsons, and Amy Cochran.

• Awareness:
 Sherry and Bekki went to Benedictine College to speak to Matt Ramsey's special education class

on March 19. They each gave about a 10 minute presentation, and 20 minutes were allowed for
questions. The students were very interested in information about what ECC does, and Matt asked
Sherry and Bekki to come back and speak again. Many of the students’ questions were about
careers in early childhood professions. At today’s meeting ECC members discussed in general how
partnerships with Benedictine students would be a good idea for our agencies. One example that
Sherry gave was Raven Aid, a student organization that provides baby supplies. Bekki has worked
with this group frequently. Donna gave another example of BC students doing childcare for
parenting classes.

 Donna is contacting Live Well, Live Atchison to set up an awareness event with that organization.
• Block Fest:

Atchison Hospital is having a Car Seat Safety Program on Saturday, May 3, from 10:00-1:00. The
ECC group discussed hosting a Block Fest in coordination with this event. Donna said she would
check with the Hospital about the availability of a space there. We also discussed how to publicize
and get volunteers to help. Several ECC members said they would work at the Block Fest.

• Breastfeeding Clinic:
 Diane reported she attended a training in Topeka last week called Infant Behaviors, which was

presented through WIC. The purpose of the training was to help parents recognize what infant
behaviors mean and what appropriate parental responses might be. For example if a baby doesn't
sleep through the night, it may be typical for parents to give cereal; if a baby pushes away a bottle
before finishing it, parents may try to keep pushing the bottle back at them. The training offered
insights to share with parents about alternative responses to infant behaviors.

• BOOK Grant:
 See below.



• Parenting Programs:
 Dare to Be You and STEP classes need to be scheduled for the fall. An evaluation meeting of the

Dare to Be You classes offered last fall also needs to be scheduled. Parenting with Love and Logic
will be offered two more times in the fall, and a summer class offering is under discussion.

• Other:
 There was a general informational discussion of Dream Team changes, such as new committees

and committee chairs, new meeting time, the agency report template, and the option for committee
chairs rather than representatives from each individual agency to attend the Dream Team meetings.

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Diane Neilson, in person:
• There are no major projects to report on, at this time.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the BOOK program: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:

◊ The spring series of Parenting with Love and Logic Classes finished on April 1. Eleven parents
participated. The feedback and evaluations of the classes were positive. The next session is
scheduled for the month of September, with a third session to be offered in November. Love and
Logic facilitators will meet later this month to discuss and finalize this schedule.

◊ The Read and Sing to Your Bunny project is ongoing. Donna continues to meet with new parents
at the hospital to give them gift bags and explain the BOOK program. Parents expressing an
interest in services are referred to Parents as Teachers and Early Head Start. There will be a Read
and Sing to Your Bunny Celebration for families of young children at the Elementary School on
Tuesday Thursday, April 22.

◊ The Teen Parent Support Group meets weekly during “Redmen Time” on Fridays at Atchison
High School. One student from the Alternative School and one from the Middle School attend
along with students from Atchison High School. The students have been working on topics such as
goal setting and the importance of relationships and support systems. Pam Wilburn from Early
Head Start recently spoke to the students about the support a program like Early Head Start can
offer them. The students attending expressed an interest in the Early Head Start and Pam will
follow up with them. Students are given a book each class meeting to put in their baby’s library.

◊ The BOOK program continues to distribute books to children through home visiting programs,
childcare providers, and at BOOK events such as 6by6 Ready to Read at the library. The Family
Resource Coordinator recently read to students at Trinity Lutheran Preschool and at Head Start, and
distributed books to the students at both programs. Donna will schedule a time to read and give
books to the 4 and 5 year-olds at Atchison Child Care in April.

◊ One hundred and twenty dollars’ worth of gas vouchers have been distributed to BOOK clients
needing help with transportation to resources such as the Happy Hearts Adult Learning Center, the
Family Literacy Center, Parenting with Love and Logic Classes, and Children’s Mercy Hospital.

◊ Resource kits on the topics of Preschool Readiness and Nutrition are in development. The
BOOK office currently has resource kits available for checkout on the following topics: Parenting
with Love and Logic, Children with Sensory Issues, Early Literacy Skills, and Dealing with Grief
and Trauma.

◊ Donna spoke with Dr. Green at Atchison Hospital about the possibility of getting a program such as
Reach Out and Read into the physicians’ offices. Dr. Green is familiar with the program through
her previous workplace. Dr. Green said she would speak with the staff about the possibility. Reach
Out and Read is a program through which physicians talk to their pediatric patients and parents
about the importance of reading and give out books to children at well-baby checkups.

• Agency Report Form:
◊ Nancy Bullock noted that she had nothing new to bring to the Dream Team and she will work with

Kate Werring to produce a report form for the next meeting.



• Discussion of grant funding and review of proposed form:
◊ Tina Pierce provided hand-outs of the proposed New Project Request Form. Discussion was

entertained regarding the purpose of the form and whether it is necessary. There was also
discussion regarding the quick turnaround time involved in grant writing and the timeliness of
obtaining responses when a form has been presented. It was noted that if someone wants to submit
a proposal for a grant, that if they e-mail the form to Nancy Bullock, Secretary, then she can e-mail
it to the entire Dream Team. That would make the process timely as a response, as to approval of
the proposed grant, can usually be provided within 24hrs. David Myers moved to approve the use
of the New Project Request Form, as presented, to process grant requests. Katie Vollmer seconded
the motion and a vote was held. With a count of 9 for and 1 against, the motion passed.

◊ There was discussion regarding purchasing Errors & Omissions Insurance coverage for the
treasurer, for added security needed for the dispensing of grant funds. David Myers offered to
check into this option. There was also discussion regarding possibly having the treasurer bonded.

• Kiwanis Flea Market Booth, May 11th, update: (Money raised goes to the general fund which pays for the bookkeeper
and other regular operating expenses; ie: Secretary of the State report, Chamber Dues, Fire Pup, etc.)

◊ Sherry Domann reported that the committee has agreed that the menu will consist of a brat, a
hamburger, or a hot dog; chips (provided by Sheila Boos), baked goods (provided by Dream Team
members) and a drink. Sherry has begun calling businesses for donations. We will have access to
two spaces and an electrical outlet. Once Sherry has completed her calls for donations, she will
provide a list of needed items to Nancy Bullock. Nancy will complete a google document for
Dream Team members to mark what they are willing to provide.

◊ Shifts will be as follows:
 9:30am – 12:30pm: Iola Brubaker, Pam Wilburn, and Sheila Boos
 12:30pm – 3:30pm: Nancy Bullock, Sherry Domann, and possibly Donna McCloskey

• Kansas Conference on Poverty
◊ David Myers reported that there are still 3 paid slots open.

• Trauma Workshop:
◊ The workshop will be held on August 1.

NEW BUSINESS
• New Member recruitment:

◊ Dream Team members shared their progress on recruiting new members. There were several new
suggestions for members including more churches and activity directors/social workers at nursing
facilities. After discussion, it was noted that it appears that it works best to recruit into a specific
sub-committee. They are as follows:

Committee Chairperson(s) Meeting date/time/place
Childhood Services Sherry Domann/Donna McCloskey 2nd Tues./Noon/BOE office
Basic Needs Sheila Boos/Iola Brubaker/Stefanie Leif May 6th/8am/Salvation Army
Health Needs Kate Werring/Joshua Snyder
Adult Services David Myers/Nancy Bullock

• SNAP Survey:
◊ Diane shared packets which include the survey.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Second Harvest Food Distribution:

◊ The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for April, will be held at Boys and Girls Club on the
Saturday after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 10am – until the food is gone. Call Melissa at
(913) 426 – 6770 for volunteer information.

• Clean-up Atchison:
◊ The Chamber of Commerce is hosting Clean-Up Atchison on May 3rd. Anyone willing to volunteer

in this effort is invited to join.



• Updating the Dream Team brochure:
◊ Kate Werring has been working on updating the Dream Team brochure. She is waiting until after

the May meeting to distribute it, in order to add any new members that may join.
• Updating the Atchison County resource list:

◊ Kate Werring has been working on creating an up-to-date resource list for Atchison County. She
gathered more contact information at the meeting and will be distributing this list, soon.

AGENCY REPORTS:

Atchison Housing Authority: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
• The housing authority has eight, 2 bedroom apartments open, at this time.

Boys and Girls Club: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
• The Boys and Girls Club will be offering free summer programs. Information will be provided at the

next meeting.

Early Headstart: Submitted by Pam Wilburn, in attendance:
• The Dare To Be You program will be offered in the fall.
• There are openings at the Early Headstart program.
• The arrangements for dental care, for children with the Early Headstart program, through the Clinic,

was a success after a rocky start.

Family Literacy: Submitted by Elaine Scott, in attendance:
• An open house was held for the Benedictine Sisters, who provide financial and monetary support, to

visit and see what the program is doing.
• The Wellness project is finishing up.
• There have been positive results with the use of gas vouchers.
• Happy Hearts has no openings, at this time.
• The WIA program will begin soon.

Guidance Center: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover, by email and Kate Werring, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $ 144.11 as of 04/30/14. These funds are

used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within their home and there is
a financial need. The applicant first must check at least 2 community resources and be denied help
before applying. These funds are available to anyone meeting the criteria in the Atchison Community.
To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118 or Kate Werring (913) 367-1593.

• Kate has been updating a list of community resources, with the help of those who provided updated
contact information.

Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance and by e-mail:
• Infant-Toddler is serving 16 children and their families at this time. There is one child in the transition

process currently and four new referrals. One child exited the program in the past month and one new
IFSP was developed.

• Sherry and David attended the Infant-Toddler Database Training and the Annual Coordinator’s Meeting
in Hutchinson on April 10 and 11. The IFSP has been linked to the database and will auto-fill from the
database once it is fully implemented. The program met all except one determination for the 2013
fiscal year but has met the indicators since that time period.

• The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children age’s birth to five will be held April
25 at AES at 900 am. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE screening.



K-State/Atchison County Extension: Submitted by Diane Nielson, in attendance:
• Walk Kansas has seen an increase in teams this year. They are ½ way through the program.
• Work Well Kansas- This program is looking for 7 businesses for training for the program. There is a

$1000 incentive to implement the program. They will be meeting again on April 24th & 25th.
• Affordable Health Care – Diane is wrapping up the program and has discovered that individuals with

insurance do need educated on benefits.
• The BOOK program website is up and running.

Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)
TASN-ABTS-Autism Specialist Summit 2014 Apr 17-18 Overland

Park
14.0 $15

Preventing the Escalation of Problem Behavior
in School Settings

Apr 23
Apr 24

Haysville
Dodge City

2.5 None

Families Together-Family Enrichment
Weekend

Apr 25-26 Lawrence 12.0 None
(for families)

Go Baby Go: An Infant Mobility Hands-On
and Practical Workshop

May 1 Topeka 7.5 $229

Annual KAIMH Conference May 1 Wichita 8.0 $145-275

Sound START of Kansas: Emphasis on
Functional, Contextually Relevant Strategies

May 5 Salina 7.0 $30

KITS 204 Summer Institute: The Teaching
Toolbox: Matching Strategies to Individual
and Group Needs

June 3-6 Manhattan ? College
Tuition-Based

Book Study: Bid Ideas of Early Mathematics:
What Teachers of Young Children Need to
Know

June 9 Webinar 6.0 None

Kansas Infant-toddler/tiny-k Annual Family
Service Coordination Training

June 27 Manhattan 6.0 None

Nancy Bullock moved to end the meeting and David Myers seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 5:00pm on April 15th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
May 15th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: June 19th; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Iola Brubaker, Salvation Army; Sherry Domann,
Infant-Toddler Program; Donna McCloskey, BOOK Program; Diane Nielson, K-State Research/Extension
Office; Pam Wilburn, NEK-CAP Early Head Start; Katie Vollmer, Parent Member; David Myers, USD
#409; Kelli Rodgers and Mary Ann Noll, Kaw Valley Center (KVC); Sarah Walter, KDHE; Mary Ann
Leach, Catholic Charities; Doug Bowman, State ILCC; Kate Werring, The Guidance Center; Sheila Boos,
Independent Member; Norm White, Department of Children and Family Services (DCF); Nancy Bullock,
Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:00 am Tuesday, May 15th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Donna McCloskey made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for April 15th,
2014, and Katie Vollmer seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

Children's Services: (Chairpersons- Sherry Domann & Donna McCloskey - Meetings held the 2nd Tues of
the month, noon, at the BOE offices) Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail: (added at meeting)
• The Early Childhood (Children's Services) Committee of the Dream Team met on May 13. Present:

Sherry Domann, Janet Settich, Stephanie Berkhalter, Donna McCloskey, Elaine Scott, Diane Nielson,
Bekki Parsons, Katie Vollmer and Amy Cochran.

• Awareness:
 Donna has contacted Live Well, Live Atchison to set up an awareness event with that organization.

Aggie Asher will get back with her about a date
• Block Fest:
 The Early Childhood (Children’s Services) Committee of the Dream Team held a Block Fest in

coordination with the Atchison Hospital’s Car Seat Safety Program on Saturday, May 3. Sherry
reported that the Block Fest went well and that families who attended enjoyed the opportunity.
Donna reported that a Girl Scout troop helped with loading and unloading the blocks from the
Board of Education basement. Hospital custodial staff and two of the OB nurses helped with setup
at the hospital. A parent also stayed and helped take down and load the blocks into vehicles. Janet
and Donna took turns recruiting people attending the Car Seat Safety event to come inside and
participate in the Block Fest.

• Breastfeeding Clinic:
 Diane Kerkanich was unavailable to make a report at this time.

• BOOK Grant:
 Donna reported on BOOK Grant activities. She recruited several of the ECC members to submit

articles for the “Family Fun: Growing Great Kids” series in the Globe.
 Donna also reported that over the past few months she has visited all the preschools in town, read

to the students, and has given each child a book to take home. The books were donated by the
Atchison Library through the 6by6 Program.



 Books are still being supplied by the BOOK Program to home visiting programs and childcare
programs through the Target Grant. Donna reported there is enough money left in the Target Grant
to supply books for these agencies through the rest of the calendar year.

 Donna is working with Dr. Green to introduce the “Turn a Page. Touch a Mind.” program to the
physicians. This program is funded by the Kansas Pediatric Foundation and would provide books
to area physicians’ offices at no cost. The books would be given out at well child appointments to
children aged 6 months to 5 years.

 Elaine reported that the transportation voucher program is going smoothly thus far, with about
$300 given out in the form of gas vouchers and Project Concern vouchers. There is a budget of
$2500 for the transportation voucher program for the calendar year.

• Parenting Programs:
 Participants in last fall’s Dare to Be You program will be invited to an ice cream social on June 11

in Bromley Park. This will be an opportunity to touch base and see how things are going with
these families.

 STEP (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting) classes are scheduled for June 16-July 28 at
the Head Start center. These classes target parents of children aged 6 and under. There will be free
meals and childcare for children 6 and under. Scholarships are available to assist with attendance
costs.

• Other:
 Sherry explained the current situation of the Infant-Toddler Program to the ECC members. It was

learned within the last two weeks the Atchison Hospital (fiscal organization) and USD 409 (lead
organization) have made the decision not to re-apply for the grant to implement the program for
the upcoming fiscal year. This brings into question the continuance of the program as a locally
administered entity and Sherry’s role as coordinator. This situation was brought to the Dream
Team Executive Committee last week. In the Executive Committee meeting there was unanimous
support to keep the Dream Team as the LICC for the Infant-Toddler Program. The Executive
Committee also expressed unanimous confidence in the excellent job Sherry has done as
coordinator. The Dream Team Executive Committee is appealing to the Atchison Hospital and
USD 409 to extend their roles for one more year in order to give the Dream Team enough time to
explore options and to make the best decision possible for the continuation of the Infant-Toddler
Program. Members of the Early Childhood (Children’s Services) Committee expressed their
support for the actions of the Executive Committee.

Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos, Iola Brubaker, & Stefanie Leif –
Meetings will be held the 3rd Tues. at 8am at the Salvation Army) Submitted by Stefanie Leif, by e-mail:
• The Basic Needs Committee of the Dream Team met on May 15, 2014 at 8:15 AM at the Salvation

Army on Commercial Street.
• Present: Iola Brubaker, Diane Nielson, Sheila Boos, Mary Ann Leach, Stefanie Leif
• As this was the first meeting of the Basic Needs committee, Iola provided an overview of the purpose

of the committee and the other committees. The other committees cover topics of health, childhood,
and adult services.

• The committee discussed a key role of the committee and Dream Team is to offer the opportunity to
partner in providing services. The hope is that this committee can find innovative solutions to basic
needs issues. The goal of education and outreach was a key topic.

• The committee agreed to meet monthly on the Tuesday before the monthly Dream Team meeting.
Next meeting will be June 17, 8:15 AM at the Salvation Army.

• The committee decided on goals to focus on for the next several months. The three topics that it will
begin to discuss are as follows:
1. Rental Housing Safety: Development of the City of Atchison’s rental housing inspection

program. Stefanie stated that a key role of the basic needs committee would be to provide
information on housing conditions that committee members are aware of through work with



clients. The committee could also review the draft regulations to ensure that it addresses issues.
a. The committee asked Stefanie to bring to the next meeting copies of the current regulations

dealing with minimum housing standards, rent payment escrow accounts. Mary Ann will
bring information on the landlord/tenant advocacy that the Catholic Charities Leavenworth
office engages in via partnership with the City of Leavenworth.

2. Cooking and nutrition: Diane and Iola are working on nutrition information and ensuring that
clients are educated on food pantry items and ways to cook them. Iola stated a goal is to offer
cooking classes. They will bring information to the next meeting.

3. Childcare/children’s summer programs: Since childcare expenses can be a significant expense
for a family, the committee would like to discuss free or affordable summer programs offered this
summer for children and how that impacts childcare expenses.

Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder – Meetings are held

Adult Services: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock – no meeting place/time set yet)

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the BOOK program: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:

◊ See above ECC notes.
• Agency Report Form:

◊ Kate Werring reported that the form is a work in progress and hopes to have a final report form
available for the next meeting.

• Kiwanis Flea Market Booth, May 11th, update: (Money raised goes to the general fund which pays for the bookkeeper
and other regular operating expenses; i.e.: Secretary of the State report, Chamber Dues, Fire Pup, etc.)

• Thank you all, plus Jody Wilburn and Larry Boos, for your very hard work for the Dream Team
fund raiser. We brought in $330 plus the $90 in gift certificates from local grocery stores, which
we still have on hand.

• Some ideas for next time: Pictures of items next to the price on the menu signs, move the tent
closer to the sidewalk, sign up help for loading and unloading.

• Kansas Conference on Poverty
• David Myers reported that the conference will be held July 16th -18th at the Capitol Plaza Hotel,

Topeka Ks and that there are still 3 paid slots open.

NEW BUSINESS
• Changes for Infant Toddler services grant:

◊ The Atchison Hospital and USD #409 have notified the Dream Team that they did not want to
continue to serve as the lead and fiscal agency of the Infant Toddler grant program. The
executive committee met earlier this week regarding this issue, due to the nearness of the
deadline. There was much discussion regarding the options that were available for replacements
for the lead and fiscal agencies. The primary focus of the Dream Team is to partner with a new
lead and fiscal agent who will continue to put the children of the city of Atchison as their primary
focus while maintaining the high standards of the current program.

◊ It was discussed that we should ask for those who are candidates to replace the hospital and USD
#409 for the budget to reflect a breakdown of the administrative costs and what their proposal is
for current staff. It was asked of Sarah Walter if we could get an extension due to the quickness
of the deadline and to give us time to make an informed decision. Sarah noted that we could have
an extension until June 10th or we could do a short-term contract or transition in the middle of the
year. It was suggested that we ask the Hospital and USD #409 if they would be willing to
continue with a short-term contract to provide us more time to make a decision and to aid in the
transition or if they would reconsider and continue as lead/fiscal agent. Tina Pierce reported that



she has a meeting set for Friday to meet with Mr. Jacobson, Atchison Hospital, and Susan Myers,
USD #409 and so we will proceed with that meeting and discuss the above topics.

◊ Kate Werring made a motion that if the USD #409 and the Hospital decline continuing at the
Fiscal and Lead Agency that we look quickly for a replacement. Iola Brubaker amended the
motion to add: and give power to Executive Committee to make the decision of who will serve as
the fiscal and lead agency. The initial motion with amendment was seconded by Sheila Boos. A
vote was cast and the motion passed.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Bountiful Harvest Food Distribution:

◊ The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for April, will be held at Boys and Girls Club on the
Saturday after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 10am – until the food is gone. Call Melissa at
(913) 426 – 6770 for volunteer information.

AGENCY REPORTS:

Atchison Housing Authority: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
• There has been a decline in applications for 2 and 3 bedroom units. There are currently vacancies. If

you know of a person needing housing, please refer them to our office. They do have to go through a
background check. If there are any questions, please contact our office.

• The Federally mandated raises in rent are only being applied to new renters, at this time.

Boys and Girls Club: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
• The Boys and Girls Club will be offering free summer programs for children, K – 7th grade.

Information will be sent via e-mail.

City of Atchison: Submitted by Stephanie Leif, in attendance:
• The City is working on developing criteria for rental housing; for landlords and tenants.
• Demolitions on abandoned and condemned houses continue, in Atchison.

Department of Children and Family services: Submitted by Norm White, in attendance:
• The SNAP program is working on partnering with the Farmer's Market to make produce available

with a Vision Card.
 The Community meeting will be held in Atchison on June 16th at 12:30pm -4:30 pm. This meeting is

to update participants on the current and upcoming changes of DCF. The Dream Team has agreed to
provide cookies for this event. Please check upcoming emails for further information and
instructions.

Early Headstart: Submitted by Pam Wilburn, in attendance:
• The Early Headstart program currently has a few openings.
• They are been encouraging the parents, that are connected with their program, to use the library

more, with positive results.

Guidance Center: Submitted by Kate Werring, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $ 144.11 as of 04/30/14. These funds are

used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within their home and there
is a financial need. The applicant first must check at least 2 community resources and be denied help
before applying. These funds are available to anyone meeting the criteria in the Atchison
Community. To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118 or Kate Werring (913) 367-1593.

• Health Homes project, through the new KanCare program, is underway. The Guidance Center will be
hiring 3 Nurse Care Coordinators, 6-8 LPN's, as well individuals to take applications.



Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance and by e-mail:
• Infant-Toddler is serving 17 children and their families at this time. There are three children in the

transition process currently and seven new referrals. No children exited the program in the past
month and one new IFSP was developed.

• The program is in the process of seeking new lead/fiscal agenc(ies) and a request for grant proposals
has been sent out. Children and their families will continue to receive services as currently
implemented until June 30.

• The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will be held in
August at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE screening.
Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program staff is available to provide screenings throughout the summer
at the request and convenience of family members.

K-State/Atchison County Extension: Submitted by Diane Nielson, in attendance:
• 4-H camp is available for individuals ages 9-13.
• There is an opportunity for individuals to attend a T-Bones night on June 21st. It is $5 a ticket.

Please contact Diane if you are interested.
• There will be a Purple Party in Atchison on the water front., tonight, from 5:30- 6:30. There will be

snacks
• There are 27 teams that participated in WALK Kansas, which is an increase from last year.

Kaw Valley Center (KVC): Submitted by Kelly Rogers, in attendance:
• Their office is at 824 Commercial and Kelly can be reached at 370-9940.

Salvation Army: Submitted by Iola Brubaker, in attendance:
 Financial Assistance is available for those who apply and qualify.
 The Atchison Salvation Army has 5 kids that they are going to the Salvation Army Camp. The camp

is for children ages 7-12 yrs. There is also a camp time for families.
 Senior Farm Market coupon program is up and running. To apply, the applicant must provide proof

of income and a valid ID. This will give them a discount on fresh produce at the local farmer's
market.

 Low-Income Commodities will be available on May 30th from 1pm – 4pm. A photo ID must be
provided to qualify.

USD#409: Submitted by David Myers, in attendance:
• The summer lunch program will be Monday–Friday June 2-July 25 NO meals July 4th. Breakfast is

from 7:30am to 8:30am and lunch is from 11:30am to 12:30pm at Atchison Middle School (enter on
6th street). Summer meals are available to all kids age 18 and younger at no cost. To eat, just show
up.



Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)
KITS 204 Summer Institute: The Teaching
Toolbox: Matching Strategies to Individual
and Group Needs

June 3-6 Manhattan ? College
Tuition-Based

Book Study: Bid Ideas of Early Mathematics:
What Teachers of Young Children Need to
Know

June 9 Webinar 6.0 None

Pyramid Model Coaches Training June 23-24 Lawrence 13.0 $100-150
Kansas Infant-toddler/tiny-k Annual Family
Service Coordination Training

June 27 Manhattan 6.0 None

Nancy Bullock moved to end the meeting and Sheila Boos seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:30 am on April 15th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
June 19th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: July 17th ; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Kelli Rodgers, Kaw Valley Center (KVC), Amanda
Ramsey, Highland AOK, Iola Brubaker, Salvation Army, Elaine Scott, Family Literacy Center/Happy
Hearts; Diane Nielson and Sarah Young, K-State Research/Extension Office; Pam Wilburn, NEK-CAP
Early Head Start; Katie Vollmer, Parent Member; Norm White, Department of Family & Children (DCF)
Joshua Snyder, USD #377, Diane Kerekanich, Parents as Teachers (PAT), Donna McCloskey, BOOK
program, Ben Ockree, Trinity Lutheran Church & School, David Myers, USD #409; Kate Werring, The
Guidance Center; Sheila Boos, Independent Member; Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:01 am on Thursday, June 19th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Joshua Snyder made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for May 15th,
2014, and Diane Nielson seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Early Childhood Committee Report: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail: (added at meeting)
• The Early Childhood (Children's Services) Committee of the Dream Team met on June 10. Present:

Sherry Domann, Stephanie Berkhalter, Donna McCloskey, Elaine Scott, Diane Nielson, Katie
Vollmer, Amy Cochran, Diane Kerekanich, Leslie Zimmer (student intern for Infant/Toddler) and
Sarah Young (Extension intern).

• Awareness:
 Donna has not heard back from Live Well, Live Atchison about a date for an awareness

presentation. She will be presenting information about Click for Babies and other BOOK
programs to a County Extension group on June 20th at 10:00 in Effingham.

 There was a general discussion about awareness opportunities including Chamber Ambassadors,
Law Enforcement, Hospital Auxiliary, Parent-Teacher Organizations, Lions Club and BC
Department Heads.

• Block Fest:
 There has been discussion about moving the Block Fest materials to another PAT location. No date

has been set for this move. It was brought up that the PAT resource room may be moved to the
Roosevelt Building at the Middle School. This would allow for more accessibility because it is at
ground level. There is also a gym nearby for activities such as Block Fest or playgroups.

 There was a general discussion about possible Block Fest events, but no specific date was
selected.

• Breastfeeding Clinic:
 Diane Kerekanich said there was no new information to report. The Breastfeeding Clinic is

ongoing.



• BOOK Grant:
 The $2000 Target Grant, which was awarded to BOOK last summer, has so far paid for 586 books

to distribute to children at an average cost of $2.50 per book. About $500 of the Target Grant
remains to be spent. Donna will be reading and distributing books to kids at First Steps Childcare
this week and will be visiting other childcare centers this summer. Books will also be given to
children attending the Dare to Be You ice cream social on Wednesday, June 11. In addition to the
books purchased through the Target Grant, the Atchison Library has generously shared books left
from last year’s 6by6 - Ready to Read Program, so the actual number of books given out to
children is much higher than the number of books purchased through the Target Grant.

 Books, music CD’s and information about early childhood programs continue to be distributed to
parents of newborns at Atchison Hospital through the Read and Sing to Your Bunny Program in
cooperation with Atchison NEA and the Atchison Hospital Auxiliary.

 The Teen Parent Support Group ice cream social has been expanded to include mothers of children
under 6 months old. It will be held on June 20.

 The Click for Babies campaign for 2014 is launching this summer and Donna will be presenting
information about this program to raise awareness of Shaken Baby Syndrome to a County
Extension group on June 20 in Effingham.

 Over $400 in transportation vouchers for gas and Project Concern rides have been given out to
families since March to help with transportation to education, child care, doctor appointments,
and BOOK activities.

• Parenting Programs:
 Participants in last fall’s Dare to Be You program are invited to an ice cream social on June 11 in

Bromley Park. This will be an opportunity to touch base and see how things are going with these
families.

 Diane Nielson reported that STEP (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting) classes are
scheduled for June 16-July 28 at the Head Start center. These classes target parents of children
aged 6 and under. There will be free meals and childcare for children 6 and under. Scholarships
are available to assist with attendance costs. Donna reported that 15 families are registered for the
classes.

• Other:
 Sherry reported the Autism Support Group met last Wednesday. A national conference with 30

experts in the field of autism will be held in Kansas City in September. The cost is $100 per
person. The possibility of using BOOK funds for parent participation was discussed.

 Sarah Young, County Extension intern, reported that the Book in Bag Program will begin on June
25 at the Health Department and possibly continue for several Wednesdays during the summer.

Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos, Iola Brubaker, & Stefanie Leif –
Meetings will be held the 3rd Tues. at 8am at the Salvation Army) Submitted by Stefanie Leif, in person
and by e-mail.
• The Basic Needs Committee of the Dream Team met on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 8:15 AM at the

Salvation Army on Commercial Street.
• Present: Iola Brubaker, Diane Nielson, Stefanie Leif. Absent: Sheila Boos, Mary Ann Leach
• Iola opened the meeting at 8:15 AM.
• Stefanie brought copies of the City of Atchison’s codes on minimum housing standards and the

regulations on paying rent into an escrow account. The committee discussed that many do not know
that the City has these types of regulations, so we hope to get the word out to agencies so they can
educate their clients. The City’s minimum housing codes detail what needs to be in a home in order
for it to be deemed safe for human habitation.



• The escrow regulations can help a tenant who is having issues with a dwelling not meeting minimum
housing codes. What often happens is a tenant stops paying a landlord the rent due since the landlord
is not addressing the issues. However, that puts the tenant in a difficult situation of then being
evicted. The city allows a tenant to pay the rent into a city escrow account so the rent will continue
to be legally paid, but it is paid into this account instead of to the landlord while the issues with the
home are being worked out.

• At the last meeting, Mary Ann had discussed that Catholic Charities works with the City of
Leavenworth to help address rental housing programs. Stefanie said she will follow up with Mary
Ann or another at Catholic Charities to find out more about this program.

• The committee then discussed the Department of Children and Families community forum that was
held the day prior, June 16, at the Atchison Service Center. The committee discussed the employable
skills training needs and workforce readiness assistance, which seems to continue to be priority issue
in the community. Employment is a basic need for most families unless disabled or retired, so the
committee felt it should be further discussed. Long term projects and success stories in other
communities were shared, but it was agreed that the committee should try to focus its energies on
shorter-term project goals.

• In that vein, the committee discussed poverty reduction programs, including the Bridges out of
Poverty session that DCF is holding at the end of June. Iola shared information about the Salvation
Army’s Pathways to Hope program which is done in larger communities but has not yet come to
Atchison. Diane and Stefanie shared knowledge of the Circles program. Circles is done in several
counties in Kansas, and it includes incentives such as meals served at each meeting and gas cards to
help offset cost of travel to the classes/meetings. Diane also discussed the Dare to be You program
that was recently offered through the BOOK grant. Dare to be You also has a community module as
well as the parenting module (parenting was the focus of the BOOK one). These are all community-
based programs where participants receive a tailored and goal oriented program towards moving out
of poverty. Iola is going to research and bring to the committee more information about Pathways to
Hope and Diane will bring more information about Circles and Dare to be You.

• The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 15, 8:15 AM at the Salvation Army.
• Adjourned at 9:00 AM.

Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder - No regular meeting scheduled)
• Met in late May and will announce the regular meeting schedule, soon.
• There is a Mental Health 1st Aide training scheduled for adults and youth.

Adult Services: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock - 1st meeting Friday, June 20th at 8:30)

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Kate Werring, in person:
• Law Enforcement Officer Training: The training will be held in July and will be training law

enforcement officers on how to deal with adolescent drinking issues.
• The Power of Parenting- sponsored by MADD. This training will be held once school starts.
• Back-to-School event: Live Well, Live Healthy will be partnering with Josh W for this event. The

plans are to have the event on the Mall either Aug. 3rd or 4th. Pam suggested someone contact the
Assembly of God Church as they also gather supplies for school. Kate will contact Aggie Asher to
have her contact Pastor Watkins at the church.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the BOOK program: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:

◊ See above in Children's Services Committee meeting minutes.
• Agency Report Form: Tina Pierce shared the agency report form, designed by Kate Werring, to be

used by anyone wanting their agency report added to the Dream Team minutes. You do not have to
be present for the minutes to be reviewed and added. Please send them to Nancy Bullock by the
Wednesday prior to the Dream Team meeting.



• Kansas Conference of Poverty update: There are still 2 open, paid for, slots available for the Kansas
Conference on Poverty being held July 16th - 18th in Topeka. Please contact David Myers if you are
interested in attending.

• Changes for Infant Toddler services grant: Members of the Executive committee met with the Fiscal
and Lead agencies for the Infant – Toddler program (Atchison Hospital and USD #409) and it was
decided to not request a lengthy extension to search for a new Lead/Fiscal agency. An e-mail
campaign was begun, to the Dream Team members, to send the information re: the open position to
any agency the members believed may be interested. Meetings were held with a representative from
Green Bush and one from Keystone, the only two agencies who noted an interest in becoming the
new Lead/Fiscal agency. After reviewing the two agencies proposals and historical data, as well as
the information gathered at the interviews, the committee voted unanimously to accept the proposal
from Green Bush. They have given us a 2yr commitment, and one goal is to keep the Atchison
program intact. Another goal is for the Atchison program to become self-sufficient, which includes
applying for multiple grants and foundation funds, with the hope of an annual commitment of funds.
If anyone has ideas for possible grants or foundations that can be a resource, please notify Sherry
Domann.

NEW BUSINESS
• NONE

NON-AGENDA Items
• Second Harvest Food Distribution:

◊ The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for April, will be held at Boys and Girls Club, 1215 Ash St,
on the Saturday after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 10am – until the food is gone. Call Karla
Wolf at (913) 360-0240 for volunteer information.

PRESENTATION
• Accelerating Opportunity: Kansas (A-OK) program: Amanda Ramsey presented information

about the A-Ok educational program available through Highland Community College. They provide
a wraparound to transition youth that are without a high school education or who lack skills for high
school. They use Pathway coursework which involves education applied in real life situations.
Through the House Bill 2506, tuition is available for qualifying students attend this program and are
working toward a GED. Classes for Adult education is offered in the morning and the evening.
Classes begin in August and individuals with children can access the Family Literacy Program. For
more information contact Amanda Ramsey at 367-6204 ext. 128.

AGENCY REPORTS:

Achievement Services of Northeast Kansas: Submitted by Nancy Bullock, in attendance:
• This summer's activities for the consumers will include two ball game nights with a picnic included,

as well as a swim night. This fall there is a trip to Branson planned.

Atchison Housing Authority: Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
• There are currently openings in the duplex apartments for households of 2 or more individuals.

Department of Family & Children (DCF): Submitted by Norm White, in attendance:
• The Community Forum was held on June 16th. Norm thanked the Dream Team members for their

generous donations. There were extra drinks left and they were added to the supplies for the next
possible fund raiser.

• Norm shared that if there are any questions about specific programs or program deadlines, you can e-
mail Norm and he will track down specific information.



Early Headstart: Submitted by Pam Wilburn, in attendance:
• Pam reported that she, Becky, and Kim have attended Infant Massage Training and are working on

their certification. They are looking for parents with infants 0-12 months of age who would be
interested in participating.

Guidance Center: Submitted by Kate Werring, in attendance:
• The Guidance Center will be providing services as a Health Home agency, beginning August 1st. The

Health Home is a KanCare program available to specific Medicaid recipients. The goal of the
program is to decrease ER visits and hospital stays by providing consistent medical care and health
education to qualifying individuals. Phyllis Reed has been hired by the Guidance Center to be the
programs Medical Director.

Infant Toddler Program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance and by e-mail:
• Infant-Toddler is serving 19 children and their families at this time. There are three children in the

transition process currently and two new referrals. Two children exited the program in the past
month and four new IFSPs were developed.

• The Dream Team Executive Council received two grant proposals for lead/fiscal agency for the
program-one from Keystone and the other from Greenbush. Greenbush was selected as the new
lead/fiscal agency and will assume responsibility for implementation of the program July 1, 2014.

• The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will be held
August 15 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an appointment for this FREE screening.
Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program staff is available to provide screenings throughout the summer
at the request and convenience of family members.

Kaw Valley Center: Submitted by Kelli, in attendance:
• An Information night is planned to recruit new foster parents.
• The Prison program to refurbish bicycles has donated 23 bikes to be given to foster children. Kelli

has asked for any information on funding for helmets.

K-State/Atchison County Extension: Submitted by Diane Nielson, in attendance:
• Diane introduced Sarah Young, who is working as an intern.
• Dare to Be You – A class reunion of past graduates was held.

Parents as Teachers (PAT): Submitted by Diane Kerkanich, in attendance:
• The PAT annual completion date is June 30th. Changes for the coming year include; family visits

have been moved to every 4 weeks, more screenings for children will be added, and visits with
families who have children with high needs will be every other week. Due to the new state
requirements, the PAT staff may not be as flexible with appointment times/dates as they have been.

• USD #409 has offered to provide a new Resource Room area for PAT in the Roosevelt Building of
the Middle School. This room will be bigger and will be on the ground floor. They will be in need of
volunteers to assist in moving items to the new room.

Salvation Army: Submitted by Iola Brubaker, in attendance:
• The Salvation Army received a donation of 13 box fans from Westar. They are going quickly.
• All Farmer's Market coupons have been distributed.
• Faith in the Park – This, all day event, will be held in Effingham and the organizers have agreed to

allow the Salvation Army to host a food drive during the event. They will also be donating a portion
of the proceeds to the Salvation Army.

• Emergency Disaster Training – This training is available to any community member who is
interested. They will learn how to serve the community, during a disaster, through food, financial
and counseling assistance. The training will be held on July 26th and it will be for 8 hours. More
information will be shared as Iola receives it.



USD #388: Submitted by Joshua Snyder, in attendance:
• Kinder Academy begins in 3 weeks. It is a ½ day program for children who are enrolled to begin

Kindergarten this coming fall.
• Suicide Task Force – The group will reconvene in the Fall and they are always looking for

community participants

USD #409: Submitted by David Myers, in attendance and via e-mail:
• Enrollment at AES:

July 30th 10:00 – 6:00
July 31st 3:00 – 7:00

• Summer Meal Program: Monday–Friday June 2nd – July 25th (NO meals July 4th)
Atchison Middle School:

Breakfast-7:30-8:30am, Lunch 11:15am-12:30pm.
Boys & Girls Club:

Breakfast 8:45-9:00am, Lunch 11:15-11:45am

Member at Large: Sheila Boss, in attendance:
• St. John Oratory has been undergoing restoration and will be having a celebration on Tuesday, June at

6pm. There will be a picnic with meat being provided and the public is invited.

Available Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)
Pyramid Model Coaches Training June 23-24 Lawrence 13.0 $100-150
Kansas Infant-Toddler/tiny-k Annual Family Service
Coordination Training

June 27 Manhattan 6.0 None

KS Child Care Training Opportunities Super Saturday July 12 Parsons 6.0 $15
Annual Deaf-Blind Summer Institute: Focusing on
Children with Significant Disabilities, Including
Those with or without Sensory Disabilities

July 14-17 Lincoln,
NE

26.0 None

Baby Doll Circle Time with Shana Schmidt July 21 Newton 6.0 $85-125
Deaf Education: Best Practices by Teachers July 22 Wichita 6.5 ?

Kate Werring moved to end the meeting and Joshua Snyder seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:30 am on June 15th, 2014.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
July 17th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: August 21st ; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Kelli Rodgers, Kaw Valley Center (KVC), Jane Connolly & Abbie Carter, Salvation Army,
David Myers, USD #409; Sherry Domann, Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program; Kate Werring, The
Guidance Center; Katie Vollmer, Parent Member; Catherine Miller, Lion's Club; Nancy Bullock, Parent
Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:07 am on Thursday, July 17th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Kate Werring made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for June 18th,
2014, and David Myers seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Children’s Needs Committee Report (formerly the ECC Report): (Chairpersons- Sherry Domann &
Donna McCloskey - Meetings held the 2nd Tues of the month, noon, at the BOE offices) Submitted by
Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:
• The Early Childhood (Children's Services) Committee of the Dream Team met on July 8, 2014.

Present: Elaine Scott, Janet Settich, Stephanie Berkhalter, Sherry Domann, Sarah Young, Leslie
Zimmer, Amy Cochran, Diane Kerekanich, Bekki Parsons, and Donna McCloskey

• Awareness:
 Donna is waiting to hear back from Live Well, Live Atchison to set up an awareness presentation

with them.
 Janet has scheduled an awareness presentation to PEO on March 2, 2015.
 It was suggested that we present to Head Start parents in September. Bekki will let us know the

date of their back to school night and Donna, Elaine, and Sherry will make that presentation.
• Blockfest:
 No Blockfest events are currently planned. The blocks will be moved to the Roosevelt Building

when Parents as Teachers moves there.
• Breastfeeding Clinic:
 Diane Kerekanich met with Connie Zeit about the new WIC grant. Funds are tight, so supplies are

limited. Funds come from the local 3 county WIC offices and the state WIC office. At present they
are limiting purchases of brochures, informational leaflets, medicated pads and nipple shields.
Sherry said our committee has about $500 in funds that could be available to help. Diane's hours
had been cut to 6 per week due to her being off last summer to care for her father, but for the next
grant period they're asking for her hours to be back up to10 per week.

 Ideas for funding purchases of basic supplies were discussed. Diane will talk to Kathy Damon at
Walmart for a possible donation of a gift card for some of the needs. Sherry moved that we
purchase up to $100 worth of nipple shields and medicated disks in the interim until the new grant
money comes through. The motion was seconded and passed.



• Infant-Toddler Program Update:
 Sherry reported that the new lead and fiscal agency for the Infant-toddler Program is Greenbush.

Sherry is continuing as Coordinator and Camella is continuing part-time. Greenbush has
contracted with the hospital to continue speech services. OT/PT services have been contracted
with 409 employees. They will serve more in a consulting role with Sherry and June providing the
services. Greenbush has agreed to be lead and fiscal agency for the Infant-toddler Program for 2
years. Sherry's office will move to the current PAT room. Sherry is required to get an early
childhood degree (21 more hours).

• BOOK Grant:
 Donna attended Walmart Baby Days on June 21 and gave out books and information about 6by6

Ready to Read, and the Text4baby program.
 The FRC read to children at First Steps Childcare and the Family Literacy Center. The children

received books and information about the 6by6 Ready to Read Program.
 The Family Resource Coordinator has participated in 4 Book in Bag events at the Health

Department and the Middle School, supporting the Atchison County Extension program by
reading, helping with crafts and snacks, and distributing books to children.

 Two articles for the “Family Fun: Growing Great Kids” series were submitted to the Globe in May
and June.

 Donna presented information to County Extension Family Community Educators about the Purple
Hat Program to raise awareness of Shaken Baby Syndrome. Information about how to volunteer,
and patterns for making baby hats was distributed to about 30 attendees.

 Since the transportation voucher program began in March, $547 in gas and transportation vouchers
have been distributed by Elaine and Donna to clients needing help with transportation to
resources.

 Donna will receive training from Parents as Teachers in August and begin serving as a parent
educator to five Atchison families.

• Parenting Programs:
 Diane Nielson reported that he STEP program has 12 parents participating and is in its 4th week.

8 children are being served in childcare during the parenting classes.
 Dare To Be You classes will be offered again, beginning in September. Diane will need help with

the preschool kids in the fall DTBY classes.
 Love & Logic classes will be offered again in September.

• Other:
 The Autism Support group will meet on July 9. Funds for parent training are available. An

Occupational Therapist from Lawrence might be offering evening classes on "How Your Engine
Runs" this fall at a reasonable price. More details about this will be presented as more
information becomes available.

 Donna has talked to an EMT about CPR classes for the fall. These would be for informational
purposes rather than for certification. She will get back with him to pick some possible dates for
the fall. EHS and PAT educators will assess interest among their clients.

 Bekki will be certified in the fall for Infant Message. She will be working with her own families,
but take referrals for a waiting list.

Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos, Iola Brubaker, & Stefanie Leif –
Meetings are held the 3rd Tues. at 8am at the Salvation Army)
• The Basic Needs Committee of the Dream Team met on Tuesday, June 15, 2014 at 8:15 AM at the

Salvation Army on Commercial Street.
• Present: Iola Brubaker, Sheila Boos, Absent: Mary Ann Leach, Diane Nielson, Stefanie Leif

Iola opened the meeting at 8:15 AM Staff changes to local agencies were reported. Mary Ann
Leach has taken a new position with Catholic Charities. Cindy Gillespie is now serving as The
Catholic Charities representative for Atchison and will be joining the basic needs committee in



August. Abbie Carter, The Salvation Army caseworker will also be joining the basic needs
committee starting in August. Abbie has served at The Salvation Army for 2 years.

• Sheila reported back on Boys & Girls Club Summer Program which allowed an affordable source
for some childcare, but was not a full day program which could be a drop off/pick up issue for
working parents.

• Sheila also contacted Connie Zeit – Nursing supervisor at the Health Department regarding child
care resources. Jeff Winters is the contact person for licensed childcare providers in Atchison
County. He is also a KDHE employee. Contact number for KDHE Child Care Licensing is 785-
296-1270. Jeff’s direct contact is 785-213-0635. Call the KDHE Child Care Licensing first.

• Iola has been referring individuals to Voc. Rehab, but has not identified a mechanism for tracking
their follow through. She will be exploring options and learning more about the program this next
month.

• Sheila reported that Kate Werring made the suggestion to research using vouchers at the Laundry
Mat for individuals needing a resource to wash their clothes and cannot afford the laundry mat. Iola
indicated The Salvation Army will continue to provide laundry soap as available.

• The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 19, 8:15 AM at The Salvation Army. Meeting adjourned
at 9:30 am. Respectfully Submitted, Sheila Boos and Iola Brubaker

Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder - No regular meeting scheduled)

Adult Services: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock – meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of
the month at 8am)
• The Adult Services Committee meeting was held July 11th at 8am at Achievement Services.
• Present: David Myers, Gerri Martin, Dixie Williams, Amanda Ramsey, and Nancy Bullock
• Overview of committee:

 David presented a brief overview of the purpose of the committee and discussion was held on
who had been invited and who else might be interested in attending. David will forward the
google doc that includes all those already contacted and those who we feel might be interested in
attending.

• Barriers:
 Helping individuals complete GED testing. The tests are more difficult than they used to be and

some individuals need additional classes to pass certain parts.
 Very few jobs available for those who are disabled or for those who need work study placements.
 Job coaching is too short to be beneficial for some individuals. The need is for longer in-work

supervision, as well as monthly checks.
• Programs available:

 FuelEducation program: David shared that Greenbush has a program available that offers 3
virtual classes for HS credit.

 Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) is a resource for at-risk students. Classes will taught at AHS
and AAS, along with job coaching/mentoring in the community.

 Accelerating Opportunity: Kansas (A-OK) program: an educational program available through
Highland Community College. A-OK combines GED classes with technical education through
Highland.

• Community Awareness Opportunities:
 It was suggested that perhaps we could develop a presentation that outlines the community needs

and possible solutions, including encouraging business to provide a work study placement or job
placement for those who are disabled or needing work experience.

• Changes/Job Openings
 Happy Hearts – Danelle is stepping down from her position at Happy Hearts.
 Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) – Sara Fox-Linton has been hired to be the new JAG

coordinator.



 Truancy Officer – interviews are being scheduled to fill this position.
• Next meeting – Aug. 15th, 8am @ Achievement Services offices. Respectfully submitted by, Nancy

Bullock

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Kate Werring, in person:
• They completed their training with law enforcement officers regarding parties that involve under-

aged drinkers.
• They are working on completing the plans for a walking/biking trail that will go out to the Atchison

Hospital.
• They have provided additional monetary support to Josh Wheeler's Back to School activity.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the BOOK program: Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:

◊ See above in Children's Services Committee meeting minutes.
• Trauma Workshop – August 1st from 9am to 12 pm at the Board of Education meeting. $15 for DT

members and $25 for non-members. Please notify David Myers if you are interested in attending.

NEW BUSINESS
• Josh Wheeler has organized the Back to School activity, again this year. It will be held on the Mall

to provide more room. The date has not been confirmed but may be Aug. 3rd.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Second Harvest Food Distribution:

◊ The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for April, will be held at Boys and Girls Club, 1215
Ash St, on the Saturday after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 10am – until the food is
gone. Call Karla Wolf at (913) 360-0240 for volunteer information.

PRESENTATION: Catherine Miller, from the Atchison Lions Club:
• The Lions Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month at the KFC/Taco Bell from 6:30-

8:00om
• Programs that they have available

◊ Spot Pedavision – for children 6months to 5 years of age
◊ Mobile screening unit- Screens hearing, vision, and for diabetes
◊ Yellow Dot program – Provides a yellow dot for the car window to indicate to law enforcement

of a medical condition and health information in vehicles for emergency purposes
◊ Liberty Day Books – for teachers that teach government classes
◊ Diabetes Awareness – provide educational pamphlets
◊ Leo's Club – youth community group for ages 13-18 (focuses on community involvement and

community projects)
◊ Eye glasses for the needy – applications for new eye glasses are screened and funding provided;

for all ages
◊ Emergency Disaster Trailer – for emergencies that Red Cross does not provide services for,

usually less than 100 people involved. Also available is a grant for $500 for displaced family
due to fires – must apply within 6 days of the incident.

◊ Day Camp for Diabetics at Rock Springs
◊ Lion's Band Camp

• Community Service programs
◊ Sponsor a youth baseball team
◊ Bell ringing for the Salvation Army
◊ Sponsor the 4th of July fireworks along with the Globe and Dave Hundley



◊ Recycling inkjet cartridges
◊ Collect pull tabs for the Ronald McDonald house
◊ Collect new and used eyeglasses and sunglasses

• Fundraisers
◊ Candy Day
◊ Quilt
◊ Selling nuts
◊ Looking into selling brooms for spring cleaning and white canes on white cane day

• For more information contact Catherine Miller at (913) 370-5284 or lioncmiller@outlook.com

AGENCY REPORTS:

Agency or Program Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program
Individual providing
report

Sherry Domann

Date of report July 17, 2014
Updates on regular
activities

Infant-Toddler is serving 17 children and their families at this time. There are

two children in the transition process currently and two new referrals. Three

children exited the program in the past month and one new IFSP was

developed.

The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth

to five will be held August 15 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an

appointment for this FREE screening. Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program

staff is available to provide screenings throughout the summer at the request

and convenience of family members.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

Trainings/Workshops

Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)

Baby Doll Circle Time with Shana
Schmidt

July 21 Newton 6.0 $85-125

Deaf Education: Best Practices by
Teachers

July 22 Wichita 6.5 ?

Pathways to Our Future Early
Childhood Education Conference

Aug 11-
12

Mayetta 6.5 $185-
235

Prevent-Teach-Reinforce for Young
Children (PTR-YC) Part I:
Essential Prevention Practices for
Reducing Challenging Behaviors in
Early Care and Education Settings

Aug 28-
29

Webinar 1.0 None

Kansas Multi-Tier System of
Supports (MTSS) Symposium

Sept 4-5 Wichita 13.0 $200

Challenges Need referrals



Agency or Program Atchison Public Schools
Individual providing
report

David Myers

Date of report July 17, 2014
Updates on regular
activities

Enrollment at AES:
July 30th 10:00 – 6:00
July 31st 3:00 – 7:00

Summer Meal Program:
Monday–Friday June2nd-July25th
Atchison Middle School:
Breakfast-7:30-8:30am, Lunch 11:15am-12:30pm.
Boys & Girls Club:
Breakfast 8:45-9:00am, Lunch 11:15-11:45am

August 11th – AMS Back To School Night 5:30 – 6:30
August 12th – AES Back To School Night 5:30 – 6:30

August 13th – First Day of Classes PrKgn-9th grade
August 14th – All Students in Session

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

Jobs for America’s Graduates-Kansas (JAG-K):
The JAG-K program was initiated in Kansas last year. The JAG program is a
national educational and employment system designed to improve graduation
rates and academic achievement to help students succeed in school and in the
workplace. It is funded with a grant through Kansas Department of Children
& Families. This program funds all costs and the first grant is for three years
with a possibility of an extension. JAG Specialists deliver an array of
counseling, employability skills development, career association, job
development, and job placement services that will result in either a quality job
leading to a career after graduation or enrollment in a postsecondary
education and training program. JAG-K Specialist – Sarah Fox-Linton.

JJA Student Advocate Prevention Officer:
Interviews are being scheduled to fill this position.

Challenges John Neiderhiser, Elementary Parent Liaison, has taken another position.
Currently taking applications.
At the July 7th Board Meeting, the Board chose to explore adding an Assistant
Principal at AES. Currently taking applications.



Agency or Program The Guidance Center
Individual providing
report

Kate Werring

Date of report 7/14/2014
Updates on regular
activities

1. The Center’s summer psychosocial program for kids has been coming
along successfully and will continue for just a few more weeks.

2. We are currently seeking a Youth Community Support worker for
Atchison County.

3. We are recruiting an intake/emergency services clinician for our Atchison
office. This position requires a Kansas LSCSW and some experience in
delivering mental health care.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

1. Our Health Homes program is underway. We are very fortunate to have
hired Sheila Boos to be the Nurse Care Manager for Atchison county (and
perhaps for clients in Jefferson County too).

2. We have welcomed a new clinician, Tara Haddon, LMSW to provide
alcohol/drug services and in particular service to those clients with both
a/d and mental health problems.

Challenges As always, we are challenged with doing more with less.

Agency or Program The Salvation Army
Individual providing
report

Iola R. Brubaker

Date of report 7/15/2014
Updates on regular
activities

The Salvation Army continues to provide financial assistance to those needing
help with utilities, rent, prescriptions, etc… The food pantry also continues to
be heavily utilized by community members who can come once every 3
months for assistance. In July we were also provided with 15 fans to give
away to needy families. They have all been distributed.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

Our Emergency Disaster Services unit will be providing water at Lakefest to
the public and bottled water & Gatorade to police & fire working the event.

Christmas in July – Bell ringing at Cash Savers to increase the canned food
products available for the food pantry.

We are also hosting Disaster Service Classes on July 26th from 8:30 to 5:00 at
The Salvation Army. Please call 913 367-1207 for more information. (This
has been canceled due to lack of participants.)

Challenges Summer is a lean time of year for the pantry. We have had a lot of quality
donations, but continue to struggle to keep our shelves stocked.

Katie Vollmer moved to end the meeting and Kate Werring seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:09 am on July 17th, 2014.

Respectively submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
August 21st, 2014

NEXT MEETING: September 18th ; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Kelli Rodgers, Kaw Valley Center (KVC), Jane Connolly, Salvation Army, David Myers, USD
#409; Sherry Domann, Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program; Diane Kerkanich, Parents as Teachers;
Elaine Scott, Family Literacy Center/Happy Hearts; Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; Diane
Nielson, K-State Research/Extension Office; Cindy Gillespie, Catholic Charities; Katie Vollmer, Parent
Member; Catherine Miller, Lion's Club; Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:00 am on Thursday, August 21st, 2014.

Secretary Report: David Myers made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for July 17th, 2014,
and Katie Vollmer seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Presentation:
• Laura Lee, DCF Economic and Employment Services Division (EES)

∗ The Economic and Employment Services Division is modeled after the Vocational
Rehabilitation Division. Their goal is to help consumers get through barriers to maintain
employment and reduce TANF recidivism.

∗ To qualify a person must be over 18 have a child or be expecting a child (includes grandparents
or other relatives who are caregivers.)

∗ As of July 1st, any individual receiving or applying for services is subject to a testing for drug or
alcohol abuse. The EES worker can request a urine analysis and if they refuse or test positive,
the adult is removed from the case and an alternative payee will be assigned to the case.

∗ Laura will be in the office working with the DCF workers and out in the community looking for
community resources.

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Children’s Needs Committee Report (formerly the ECC Report): (Chairpersons- Sherry Domann &
Donna McCloskey - Meetings held the 2nd Tues of the month, noon, in the Parents as Teachers room in the
Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.) Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:

• The Children’s Needs Committee met on August 12, 2014, in the new Parents as Teachers room in
the Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.

• Present: Elaine Scott, Janet Settich, Stephanie Berkhalter, Sherry Domann, Diane Kerekanich,
Bekki Parsons, Katie Vollmer and Donna McCloskey

• Awareness
∗ Donna will meet today with Leslie Blakley, Surgical Services Manager at Atchison Hospital, to

record a spot for “Best Care on the Air,” a fifteen-minute program that will air on KAIR radio
on Sunday, Aug. 31 and Wed., Sept. 3. The topic of the segment will be the BOOK Program and
the agencies and initiatives involved.



• Breastfeeding Clinic
∗ Amy Cochran recently let Diane know about a grant through the United Methodist Church for

up to $2500 that could be used for breastfeeding support. Diane will look into how to apply.
• Infant-toddler Program Update

∗ Sherry reported that the Infant-toddler Program is settling in with its new management under
Greenbush. Personnel are in place, however the designated physical therapist recently quit her
job with USD 409, so the Infant-toddler Program is waiting until a new one is hired to initiate
PT services. Sherry and June are keeping up with visits to families. Camella was hired by
Greenbush to continue to help part time with paperwork.

• BOOK Family Resource Coordinator Report
∗ Donna reported that she will be trained as a PAT Parent Educator during the week of August 18.
∗ She is working to recruit volunteers for the Click for Babies purple hat campaign to raise

awareness of shaken baby syndrome. So far she has collected about 30 hats and has several
volunteers working on making more hats. The goal is 180 hats by October 1. Some of the
committee members took hat patterns. There was a recent story in the Globe about the project.

• Parenting Programs
∗ The STEP (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting) program concluded on July 28, with 5

families completing the program. Families who completed the program have received $100
stipends in the form of Chamber Gift Certificates.

∗ Dare To Be You classes will be offered again beginning on September 18 and will run for 12
weeks. They will be held at the First Baptist Church.

∗ Love & Logic classes will begin on September 2 and run for 5 weeks. They will be held at
Atchison Elementary School. Donna passed out flyers to committee members.

• Other
∗ The Autism Support group met on August 6. Sherry said that a parent reported on the lack of

available childcare for children with special needs such as severe autism. The committee
discussed the fact that it is difficult and expensive for a small community such as Atchison to
offer this kind of service. This leads to difficult choices for families with special needs children:
survive on one income or relocate to a larger community with more services.

∗ Diane asked if we could implement the Take Control financial wellness program we learned
about at the Poverty Conference in Topeka. After some discussion, Bekki said that Early Head
Start is offering a similar program this spring called Money Smart. The pilot session in March
and April of 2015 would be for Head Start parents, but a second session in the fall of 2015
could be open to the community as a whole. The Money Smart Program is sponsored by a
partnership between Head Start and Exchange Bank. It will run for 8 weeks and be open to 15
participants. Those who complete and attend at least 7 sessions will receive a $25 match if they
open a savings account. The committee agreed that we would see how this program goes and
plan on working with Head Start in the future with the Money Smart program.

∗ Donna and Janet reported that they recently worked on a health and fitness grant proposal for
$9,995, which Parents as Teachers submitted to the Westerman Foundation. If approved, this
would be a portion of the PAT match for the BOOK grant for 2015. We should know if the grant
was approved by the end of October.

∗ Some of the Children’s Needs Committee members attended the Trauma Workshop at USD 409
on August 1. They found the information presented useful, and would like to see additional
information presented in the future on dealing with the effects of trauma. The committee
discussed specifically putting a second trauma workshop in the BOOK grant for 2015.

∗ Elaine is working on setting up a yoga “train the trainer” training. There was interest among
committee members and Elaine will report any progress back to the committee at the next
meeting.



Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos, Jane Connelly, & Stefanie Leif –
Meetings are held the 3rd Tues. at 8am at the Salvation Army) - No meeting held

Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder - No regular meeting scheduled)

Adult Services Committee Report: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock – meetings are held
on the 2nd Friday of the month at 8am at Achievement Services; 215 N. 5th.)

• The Adult Services Committee met on 08/15/14.
• Present: David Myers, Dixie Williams, Nancy Bullock
• Changes/Job Openings

∗ Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) – Sara Fox-Linton has been hired to be the new JAG
coordinator.

∗ Truancy Officer – Kylie Ross has been hired to be the new Truancy office.
∗ Ministerial Alliance – Jeff Cochran, Union Church in Effingham, is the current president.

(contact info: effunionjc@centurylink.net)
∗ Salvation Army – Iola R. Brubaker is no longer at the Salvation Army. Abby Carter currently

is the contact person.
∗ The Hunger Task force does not have any leadership at this time.

• Programs ideas:
∗ Discussion was held regarding whether there were any community programs/activities for

adults. Further research will be made to see if the Recreation Commission or the YMCA have
any day or evening activities for adults. We will also research what the Sophia Center and
Public library have available. It was noted that the Summer Sounds program is not well
attended.

∗ There was some off-committee discussion about the Back-to-School event. It was noted that
barbers/beauticians were in great need for this activity and that perhaps, next year, someone
could contact the cosmetology schools in the area and see if they would like to participate.
Also, there may be retired beauticians/barbers, in the community, who may be willing to
participate.

• Next meeting – Sept. 12th, 8am @ Achievement Services offices. Respectfully submitted by Nancy
Bullock.

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Diane Nielson, in person:
• Work is still being done on developing a foundation for the program.
• October 11th is the Atchison Health Fair.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the Believing in Opportunities for Our Kids (BOOK): Submitted by Donna

McCloskey, by e-mail:

∗ See above in Children's Services Committee meeting minutes.
• Kansas Conference of Poverty update

∗ There was much discussion about the conference and all agreed that it was definitely worth
attending and it was a learning experience.

∗ The Circles Program – This is a program that looks at the gap between the have and have not’s.
∗ Paycheck to Paycheck – This is a HBO special that can be seen at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rg6pC_gZevc.



• Trauma Workshop Update –
∗ There was discussion about this program and that it was very informative. One particular item

that was brought up was that there are 6 types of trauma.
∗ Elaine Scott is hoping to make arrangements to bring Part 2 of the workshop to the Atchison

community. Part 2 explains strategies to implement and understand the barriers to recovery.
• Back Pack Give Away Update –

∗ There was a good turn-out for the Back Pack Give Away.
∗ Discussion was held regarding suggestions for next year:

o Asking area organizations/clubs to underwrite basic supplies such as Kleenex and wipes.
o Contacting the schools to try to develop uniform lists of needs not wants, per class.
o Arranging for coupons/voucher for a haircut, rather than having someone on site cutting

hair. This would help to eliminate the long wait for the haircuts.
∗ After discussion it was determined that this would be a good project for the Basic Needs

committee.

NEW BUSINESS
• Flea Market – Sept. 7th; 10am – 3pm. The Dream Team will have a food booth and workers are

needed. Nancy Bullock will notify Dream Team members of times that individuals are needed to
work. There will also be a list for cookie donations.

NON-AGENDA Items
• None reported

AGENCY REPORTS:

Agency or
Program

Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program

Individual
providing report

Sherry Domann

Date of report August 21, 2014

Updates on
regular
activities

Infant-Toddler is serving 15 children and their families at this time. There are four
children in the transition process currently and three new referrals. Two children exited
the program in the past month and no new IFSPs were developed.

The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will
be held August 15 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule and appointment for this
FREE screening.

New initiatives
(for whom, how
to access)

Trainings/Workshops
Prevent-Teach-Reinforce for Young Children
(PTR-YC) Part I: Essential Prevention
Practices for Reducing Challenging Behaviors
in Early Care and Education Settings

Aug 28, 29 Webinar 1.0 None

Kansas Multi-Tier System of Supports (MTSS)
Symposium

Sept 4-5 Wichita 13.0 $200

Pyramid Model Coach Training Sept 16 Overland
Park

7.0 $150

Connecting Families One Cup at a Time
(For families of children with hearing loss)

Sept 22
Sept 29
Oct 6
Oct 7

Emporia
Pittsburg
Garden C.
Dodge C.

1.5 None

Challenges



Agency or Program Catholic Charities
Individual providing
report

Cindy Gillespie

Date of report 8/21/14
Updates on regular
activities

∗Catholic Charities is located at 119 N. 5th - # 367-5070; open on Wed. and in
Sept it will be T, W, and Th.

∗Would like to bring transitional housing to Atchison.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)
Challenges

Cindy Gillespie moved to end the meeting and Jane Connolly seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:26 am on Aug. 21st, 2014.

Respectively submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
Sept. 18th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: October 16th; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Kelli Rodgers, Kaw Valley Center (KVC), Diane Kerekanich, Parents as Teachers (PAT);
Joshua Snyder, USD#388; Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority (AHA); Donna McCloskey, BOOK
program; Elaine Scott, Literacy Program; Laura Lee & Norm White, Department of Children and Family
Services (DCF); Cindy Gillespie, Catholic Charities; Sherry Domann, Atchison City Infant-Toddler
Program; Sheila Boos, Guidance Center; and Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:04 am on Thursday, Sept. 18th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Shelia Boos made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for August 21st,
2014, and Donna McCloskey seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative.
No questions were reported. (See attached)

Presentation: Dana Book, National Center for Fathering (NCF) and Josh Wheeler, Atchison County
Community Corrections/Local contact for KS Strong Dads.
• Kansas Strong Dads program: Kansas Strong Dads 2014 Initiative is a project of the Kansas

Department for Children & Families and the national Center for Fathering, designed to encourage and
equip men in their role as fathers and father figures.
∗ A Strong Dad, Super Kids Event for dads and their kids to enjoy an evening together engaged in

playful activities where the dads will learn and practice positive interactions with his child. Each
dad attending will go home with a Strong Dads, Super Kids bag filled with resources to continue
interacting with his child.

∗ Quenching the Father Thirst is a 6-session fathering small group experience in which dads will
learn the keys to being an effective father and meeting the needs of their children in ways that only
a dad can.

∗ Fathers & Kids Outings will give dads the opportunity to join with other dads and their children to
build community and enjoy local activities.

∗ Father-to-Father offers the opportunity for dads to engage one-on-one with an experienced father
for coaching and encouragement.

• Kansas Strong Dads 2014 activities will be facilitated by a local Community Trainer Mentor (CTM)
working with your Head Start/Early Head Start/Kansas Early Head Start team. Each Community
Trainer Mentor is equipped by the National Center for Fathering, a Kansas-based nonprofit
organization focused on improving the lives of children by inspiriting and equipping fathers and father
figures to be actively engaged in the lives of children.

• DCF will forgive part of the child support that is owed if they attend the father classes.
• You can contact Josh Wheeler at 757-818-3991 or mrjwheeler@yahoo.com.



SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Children’s Needs Committee Report (formerly the ECC Report): (Chairpersons- Sherry Domann &
Donna McCloskey - Meetings held the 2nd Tues of the month, noon, in the Parents as Teachers room in the
Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.) Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:
• The Children’s Needs Committee met on September 9, 2014, in the new Parents as Teachers room in

the Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School. Present: Elaine Scott, Janet Settich, Sherry
Domann, Stephanie Berkhalter, Bekki Parsons, Courtney Barnes, Katie Vollmer and Donna McCloskey

• Awareness
∗ Donna met with Leslie Blakely, Surgical Services Manager at Atchison Hospital, on August 12th to

record a spot for “Best Care on the Air,” a fifteen-minute program that aired on KAIR radio on
Sunday, Aug. 31 and Wed., Sept. 3. The topic of the segment was the BOOK Program and the
agencies and initiatives involved.

• Breastfeeding Clinic
∗ No update available at this time.

• Infant-toddler Program Update
∗ Sherry reported that the transition to Greenbush is going smoothly. All billing is being done

electronically. Sherry is working “part time” for 37.5 hours per week. She is also working towards
the degree required by Greenbush.

• BOOK Family Resource Coordinator Report
∗ Donna reported that she has received her Parent Educator training from PAT. She has observed one

home visit and has taken on one of Janet Settich’s families, as well as an additional family, which
she will visit this week. Donna will eventually have a caseload of 5 families with children aged 0-3.

∗ Over $800 in transportation vouchers have been given out by Donna and by Elaine since March.
• Parenting Programs

∗ Love & Logic classes began on September 2. There are 17 parents enrolled. They will continue
through October 7.

∗ Dare To Be You classes will begin on September 18 and will run for 12 weeks. They will be held at
the First Baptist Church.

∗ Stephanie Berkhalter, Steffenee Watkins and Donna McCloskey will start the Teen Parent Support
Group on Sept. 9 at Atchison High School.

• Other
∗ The Autism Support group met on September 3. Sherry said that the parents needing childcare for a

child with severe autism were able to get their child into Head Start, even though the family is over
income, due to the requirement that Head Start serve a percentage of children with special needs.

∗ There are BOOK funds available for trainings for parents of children with special needs, but many
parents can’t take advantage of trainings because they work. A library of materials for these
families was suggested.

∗ Bekki said that the NEKCAP office is moving to 509 Commercial on September 22. She also
introduced Courtney Barnes to the group. Courtney will be working as an Early Head Start Family
Educator.

∗ Bekki will be certified in infant massage in December. Her services will be free to Head Start
Parents, but there will be a need for supplies and materials. Bekki will report back on average costs
for these items.

∗ Elaine continues to work on setting up yoga “train the trainer” training and will report any progress
back to the committee at the next meeting.

Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos & Jane Connolly – Meetings will be re-
scheduled soon) Did not meet.



Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder)
• There will be a youth mental health training and 1st aid class held
• They want to focus on Suicide Prevention
• There are plans to have and adult mental health training and 1st aid class in the spring.

Adult Services Committee Report: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock – meetings are held
on the 2nd Friday of the month at 8am at Achievement Services; 215 N. 5th.)
• The Adult Services Committee met on 09/12/14. Present: David Myers, Dixie Williams, Nancy

Bullock
∗ Nothing to report

• Next meeting – Oct. 10th, 8am @ Achievement Services offices. Respectfully submitted by Nancy
Bullock.

Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Joshua Snyder, in person:
• The committee is getting the information together to reapply for the Courtney Turner Trust.
• The Back to School event was successful.
• The committee has been discussing the development of community trails.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the Believing in Opportunities for Our Kids (BOOK): Submitted by Donna

McCloskey, by e-mail:

∗ See above in Children's Services Committee meeting minutes.
o David Myers submitted the grant for refunding of the BOOK program.

• Kiwanis Flea Market Fundraiser:
∗ Sherry Domann reports the following for the Kiwanis flea market fundraiser:

Gross sales $274.00
Booth fees - 60.00
Groceries - 44.00
Net $170.00

∗ Note: Groceries cost $134.00 less the $90.00 in grocery cards we had from May.
∗ Thank you to all the workers, especially David, Sheila, Bekki, Tina and the Pierce family and

volunteers Joe, Joe, and Joe. Also thank you to the cookie donors Tom, Jane, Donna, Katie, and
Pam!

∗ FOR NEXT FUND RAISER: We can NOT have any overhead costs if we want to make any
money.

NEW BUSINESS
• None noted

NON-AGENDA Items
• Second Harvest Food Distribution: The Second Harvest Food Distribution, for April, will be held at

Boys and Girls Club, 1215 Ash St, on the Saturday after the 3rd Friday. The hours are from 10am –
until the food is gone. Call Karla Wolf at (913) 360-0240 for volunteer information.

• Brush of Kindness – It was shared that this is a program that provides assistance with funding for home
repair or physical assist in exterior home repair. They need volunteers to provide this physical
assistance.

• Faith Access Task force: Norm White shared that this is a pilot program in Douglas County that assists
persons with disabilities with transportation to church.



AGENCY REPORTS:

Agency or Program Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program
Individual providing
report

Sherry Domann

Date of report 09/19/14
Updates on regular
activities

Infant-Toddler is serving 15 children and their families at this time. There
are four children in the transition process currently and three new referrals.
Two children exited the program in the past month and no new IFSPs were
developed.

The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages
birth to five will be held August 15 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule
an appointment for this FREE screening.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

Trainings/Workshops

Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)

Connecting Families One Cup at
a Time (For families of children
with hearing loss)

Sept 22
Sept 29
Oct 6
Oct 7

Emporia
Pittsburg
Garden C.
Dodge C.

1.5 None

Kansas Child Care Training
Opportunities (KCCTO) Super
Saturday

Oct 4 Leavenworth 6.0 $15

LETRS for Early Childhood
Educators

Oct 6 & 7 Hutchinson 8.0 None

Understanding the Unique
Needs of Students Who Are
Deaf/Hard of Hearing (Level 1)

Oct 13 Pittsburg 6.5 $25-45

Addressing the Unique Needs of
Students Who Are Deaf/Hard of
Hearing (Level 2)

Oct 14 Pittsburg 6.5 $25-45

Governor’s Conference for the
Prevention of Abuse & Neglect

Oct 15-17 Wichita ? $150-
250

Kansas Association for the
Education of Young Children
(KAEYC)

Oct 18 Manhattan 7.5 $45-95

Challenges



Agency or Program The Salvation Army
Individual providing
report

Jane Connolly

Date of report 09/15/14
Updates on regular
activities

The Salvation Army has temporarily reduced hours at our building. We are in
a transition period. We are trying to define the best use of our services and
resources. We are talking to many partner organizations to try to coordinate
services to provide broader coverage, not duplicate services and put greater
effort into incorporating updated practices into our services to support
bringing about desirable changes in the lives of those we serve.

New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)
Challenges

Joshua Snyder moved to end the meeting and Norm White seconded that motion. The motion was voted
upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:01 am on Sept. 18th, 2014.

Respectively submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
10/16/14

NEXT MEETING: November 20, 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial: Middle Door

Attending:
Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority, Elaine Scott, Family Literacy Center, David
Meyers, USD #409, Sherry Domann, Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program, Sheila
Boos, The Guidance Center, Stephanie Honaker, Boys &Girls Club, Pam Wilburn, NEK-
CAP Early Head Start, Kate Werring , The Guidance Center, Diane Nielson, Kansas
State Extension-Atchison County, Katie Vollmer, parent representative, Diane
Kerekanich, Parents as Teachers, Jane Connolly, Salvation Army, and Donna
McCloskey, BOOK.

Secretary Report: David Myers moved to approve the minutes from the Sept. 18,
2014, Dream Team meeting and Sheila Boos seconded the motion. It was voted on
and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was reviewed. No questions were
reported.

Presentations: None

Special Committee Reports:

Children’s Needs Committee Report: (Chairpersons Sherry Domann & Donna
McCloskey – Meetings held the 2nd Tuesday of the month at noon in the Parents as
Teachers Room in the Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.) Minutes of the
last meeting were submitted electronically and are attached. There was some
discussion about the recent accidental toddler death in our community and Tina
mentioned Charlie’s House, a child safety awareness group in Kansas City. Sheila
Boos requested information. Donna said she will send information about Charlie’
House to everyone on the Dream Team email list.

Basic Needs Committee Report: (Chairpersons – Sheila Boos and Jane Connolly)
The committee has not met.

Adult Services Committee Report: (Chairpersons David Meyers and Nancy Bullock
– meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of the month at 8am at Achievement Services,
215 N. 5th Street.) Minutes of the last meeting were submitted electronically and are
attached. Jennifer George from Atchison Library just joined the group and provided
information about library services. This committee has identified the need to get out
information about Project Concern’s services, which seem to be in increasing
demand. Flyers for this are being developed.



Health Needs Committee Report: (Chairpersons – Kate Werring and Joshua
Snyder) Kate reported that Atchison County has been identified as having an above
average percentage of the population being admitted to state hospitals for mental
health care. The Kansas Department of Ageing and Disabilities Services has $8,000
in seed money, which we can use in our community for prevention strategies. Kate
said the main factors contributing to admission to state hospitals for mental health
care are poverty, unemployment, and lack of health insurance.

Donna brought up a need for better communication from the Hospital and the
Health Department regarding the availability of flu vaccines for specific age groups
in the community. At this time there is no injectable flu vaccine at either place for
the 4-year-old age group. The group discussed the fact that there are many types
and dosage levels of vaccine, so this can be confusing for the public.

Live Well, Live Atchison Committee Report: no report at this time.

Diane Nielson asked about a recent poverty simulation in Topeka and Pam reported
that it was a helpful and powerful learning experience. Diane asked if Head Start
could offer a poverty simulation in our community. Pam and Katie replied it could
be done, but it takes many volunteers. The more participants who take part in such
an activity, the more realistic the simulation.

There was a general discussion about barriers for many of our clients in dealing
with bureaucracy. Tina suggested that if any Dream Team member doesn’t know
how to navigate any part of the system, that person should email the group to get
the needed information to relay to clients.

Old Business
The Dream Team voted to help with the Fire Pup in January and we are now
contributing $65 to the program.

New Business
Slate of officers for 2015: The committee has not met, so there is no slate at this
point, but it will be complete by end of the week and emailed to members for voting.
The Dream Team’s Annual meeting is next month. At that time we’ll go over what
we’ve accomplished this year and look forward to what we want to do in 2015.

Non-Agenda Items
Bountiful Baskets will not have food distributions in Oct., Nov. or Dec. They will
resume in January. Jan Connolly said they would like to organize a Canstruction
project for food pantry donations. Diane said she has information from the state
about commodities and will send it on to Jane. Stephanie mentioned that the
Scouting for Food campaign will happen soon as well.



Agency Reports:
Reports were attached for The Guidance Center, NEK-CAP, Atchison City Infant-
Toddler Program, The Salvation Army, and BOOK.

Diane Nielson reported that people who enrolled in health insurance programs
under the Affordable Health Care Act last year will need to re-enroll. The Kansas
Extension is taking on the role of educator and facilitator for families who need help
navigating the system.

Stephanie Honnaker reported that TFI is having a Halloween party for their foster
families the Monday before Halloween. BC students are volunteering for this event
and they are still taking registrations.

Sheila reported that the local Health Homes program is called Healthy Me at TGC.
Sammy Peterson is a fulltime nurse with the program. She said that working with
The Guidance Center provides an important tie-in with the mental health
component. Health Homes is a Medicaid program in Kansas.

Sherry reported that members of the Autism Support Group are using BOOK money
to go to an Autism Conference on Oct. 24. Greenbush is sending Sherry and a parent
to another Autism Conference this weekend.

Katie moved to adjourn the meeting and Sheila seconded. The group voted to
adjourn.

The next meeting of the Atchison Dream Team is Nov. 20.



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
November 20th, 2014

NEXT MEETING: December 18th; 8:00 am
@ USD #409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial; Middle Door

Attending: Cindy Gillespie, Catholic Charities; Elaine Scott, Literacy Program; Diane Kerekanich,
Parents as Teachers (PAT); Laura Lee & Norm White, Department of Children and Family Services
(DCF); Steffanie Honaker, Boys and Girls Club; David Myers, USD #409; Donna McCloskey, BOOK
program; Sheila Boos, Community Member; Kate Werring, Guidance Center; Mona Kerns, Kaw Valley
Center (KVC); Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority (AHA); Pam Wilburn, Nek CAP; and Nancy
Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 8:05 am on Thursday, November 20th, 2014.

Secretary Report: Kate Werring made the motion to approve the Dream Team minutes for October 16,
2014, and David Myers seconded the motion and it was voted upon and the minutes were approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer report was reviewed for Dream Team and Early Childhood Initiative. A
question was raised regarding the Parenting Program funds and the lack of activity in this portion of the
account. Discussion was also held about the Parents University funds and the lack of activity in this
account, as well. Nancy Bullock will research the minutes to see if there has been a previous decision
regarding these accounts. Tina Pierce will follow up with Sherry Doman to see if she has knowledge of
what was to happen to these accounts. (See attached)

Presentation: Christina Sell, Relationships KAN! Program with Catholic Charities, was to be the
presenter, but was unable to attend. She will reschedule for another meeting.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Children’s Needs Committee Report (formerly the ECC Report): (Chairpersons- Sherry Domann &
Donna McCloskey - Meetings held the 2nd Tues of the month, noon, in the Parents as Teachers room in the
Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.) Submitted by Donna McCloskey, by e-mail:
• The Children’s Needs Committee met on November 11, 2014, in the Parents as Teachers room in the

Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School.
• Present: Elaine Scott, Janet Settich, Stephanie Berkhalter, and Sherry Domann.
• Awareness:

• It was suggested that Stephanie and Bekki present to either the Rotary or Junior Guild in January and
that Janet and possibly one more committee member present to PEO in March.

• Grants:
• Elaine mentioned that the upcoming dates for the Kansas Health Foundation grant applications are

3/15 and 9/15.
• BOOK Family Resource Coordinator Report:

• Report attached.



• Parenting Programs:
• The Dare To Be You program will continue through December 11. The classes are being held at the

First Baptist Church. Children’s Needs Committee members Diane Nielson, Bekki Parsons, Diane
Kerekanich, Janet Settich and Donna McCloskey are involved in this program.

• The Teen Parent Support Group is being held every Tuesday from 9:30-10:00 at Atchison High
School. Children’s Needs Committee members Stephanie Berkhalter, Donna McCloskey, and PAT
parent educator Steffenee Watkins are leading this group. Upcoming topics for this group include
How to Swaddle Your Baby; the Period of Purple Crying and Shaken Baby Syndrome; Helpful
Information on the Internet; and Health Literacy.

• Autism Support Group:
• Sherry and a parent from the Autism Support Group attended the “Autism Across the Lifespan”

Conference in October. Sherry reported the information from the conference was useful and went
beyond the usual “introductory” information.

• Sherry and the Speech and Language Therapist for the Infant-Toddler Program, attended an Autism
conference featuring Temple Grandin in October as well.

• Autism Support Group members are working on getting resources such as books and DVD’s for an
Autism Library.

• Next Meeting: December 9, 2014, 12:00 noon @ the ITS Office (old PAT room in the Board of Ed
building).

Basic Needs Committee Minutes: (Chairpersons - Sheila Boos & Jane Connolly – Meetings will be re-
scheduled soon) Plans are being made to meet next week.

Adult Services Committee Report: (Chairpersons - David Myers & Nancy Bullock – meetings are held
on the 2nd Friday of the month at 8am at Achievement Services; 215 N. 5th.)
• Present: David Myers, USD #409; Jennifer George, Atchison Public Library –Adult Services; and

Nancy Bullock, Parent Member/ASNEK.
• Available programs/services:
• Atchison Public Library: Jennifer noted that they would be hosting the “Food for Fines” from Dec.

4th to Jan. 1st. One canned food item equals $1 off of the late fees. The canned food gathered at
through this will be donated to the Salvation Army Food Bank. They will also have “Uplift” barrels
at the library where individuals can donate coats, candles, blankets, and other items such as these.

• Barriers:
• Application assistance: David noted that he had spoken to several individuals about the need for

volunteers to assist individuals with completing applications for housing assistance, food & medical
assistance and other types of assistance. David noted he would be following up on those contacts to
see what possible supports can be arranged.

• It was noted that information regarding the services Project Concern provides is needed to be
distributed to businesses and service agencies. David will contact Project Concern to see if a flyer is
already available and share a flyer with DT members.

• Community Awareness Opportunities:
• Discussion was also held about compiling a list with all the current dates/times that the local food

pantries are open. Nancy will follow up on compiling a list.
• Next meeting – December 12th, 8am @ Achievement Services offices. Respectfully submitted by

Nancy Bullock

Health Needs: (Chairpersons - Kate Werring & Joshua Snyder)
• Mental Health 1st Aid Training – for professionals who work with youth ages 12-18 will be held at

Elizabeth’s, November 21st, 8am.



Live Well, Live Healthy Report: Submitted by Josh Snyder, in person:
• KDADS identified Atchison County as 1 of 11 counties in the State with poor mental health

rankings. The main identifier was admissions in to a state hospital. Other contributing factors are
the high alcohol & drug abuse rates and poverty rates in Atchison County. Seed money will be
provided to research how to prevent state hospital admissions. Live Well, Live Atchison will meet
later this morning to discuss the options.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Progress Report on the Believing in Opportunities for Our Kids (BOOK): Submitted by Donna

McCloskey, by e-mail: 11/3/14 BOOK Family Resource Coordinator Report

• Donna, AES music teacher Brad Weaver, AES Principal Tom Sack, and Hospital Auxiliary member
Marilyn Albright presented information about the Read and Sing To Your Bunny program to
members of Kiwanis on Oct. 14.

• Donna is facilitating the Family Conservancy’s Talk, Read, Play training for child care providers
on Nov. 4 in the USD 409 Community Room.

• The Teen Parent Support Group continues to meet at AHS every Tuesday from 9:30 to 10:00.
Topics discussed have included nutrition, healthy relationships, infant message, stress, and sleep
routines. Teen moms have been given books to add to their babies’ libraries. Early Head Start
Parent Educator Bekki Parsons demonstrated infant message techniques on Oct. 28. Family
Conservancy is scheduled to come on Nov. 11 to give the teen parents information about their Talk,
Read, Play program. Parents as Teachers Parent Educators Stephanie Berkhalter, Steffenee Watkins,
and Donna McCloskey conduct the group.

• Dare To Be You parenting classes will continue through Dec. 11 with 12 parents enrolled. The
classes are being held at the First Baptist Church. The Atchison County Extension is providing
meals and materials support. Children’s Needs Committee members Bekki Parsons, Diane Nielson,
Diane Kerekanich, Janet Settich, and Donna McCloskey are leading groups or providing other
support.

• 92 purple hats have been delivered to Atchison Hospital for the Click for Babies project for the
prevention of shaken baby syndrome. Many of these hats were made by members of the Atchison
County Extension Farmerette FCE group. Atchison Library is also promoting this project through
their Twisted Stitchers knitting group.

• Donna is promoting the Parents as Teachers group connections event at the Atchison Fire Station
on Nov. 12 through flyers and on Facebook. After touring the Fire Station, families are invited to an
open house in the new Parents as Teachers room in the Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle
School.

• Donna obtained home safety information from the Charlie’s House organization
(www.charlieshouse.org) to share with parent educators, the infant-toddler program, teen parents,
and on Facebook. Free materials are available in limited quantities from this site.

• $1,338 worth of gas and transportation vouchers have been distributed since March to BOOK
clients needing help with transportation to resources such as the Happy Hearts Adult Learning
Center, the Family Literacy Center, Parenting with Love and Logic classes, Dare to Be You
Parenting classes, WIC and doctor appointments.

• Vote for 2015 Dream Team Officers:
∗ Slate of Officers: President – Kate Werring; Vice-President – Diane Nielson; Treasurer – Tina Pierce;

Secretary – Nancy Bullock.
∗ Ballots were handed out and collected with the above slate of officers being voted in, unanimously.



NEW BUSINESS
• Annual Dream Team Update/Progress – Tina Pierce reflected on the positive changes in the Dream

Team through this year. The change in format, including special committees, has helped make the
Dream Team refocus on the needs of the whole community. Many members were able to attend the
Poverty Conference in August, as well as other BOOK sponsored events. The Dream Team aided in
funding parenting classes, as well as our annual donation to Fire Pup. We had two food booths, as fund
raisers.

NON-AGENDA Items
• Bountiful Harvest Food Ministries:

◊ The Bountiful Harvest Food Ministries will not have food distributions in October, November, or
December. They will resume in January.

GENERAL AGENCY INFORMATION:
• Steffanie Honaker noted that the Boys and Girls Club will be open from 8am-6pm on the Wednesday

before Thanksgiving, so working parents have a place for their school-aged children to go.
• Pam Wilburn shared that Katrina is the new NEK-CAP Child & Family Advocate.

• Salvation Army has new personnel. Kim Bottorff and Candy Underwood are the contacts at the
Salvation Army

• Christmas Basket sign up begins today, November 20th and ends Wednesday, November 26th. Sign up is
at the Salvation Army.

•A community Thanksgiving dinner will be held at the Methodist church, November 27th from 10:30 to
2:30pm. They are taking RSVP’s and will do deliveries. Volunteers are also welcome.

• First Christian Church Food Pantry dates and times: Monday 1pm – 3pm; Wed 5:30 pm – 7:00pm;
Friday 10 am-11:30 am

•DoVES is still open but is operating on a month by month basis due to limited funds.

•November is National Adoption Month and there will are over 50 adoptions set to occur, all at once, on
Saturday, November 22nd through the Wait No More program. There are over 300 children waiting to
be adopted.

• Catholic Charities, with funding from the City of Leavenworth, is in the process of renovating their
building in Leavenworth, to add a homeless shelter. They hope to have the shelter up and running in 90
days.

Agency or Program Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program
Individual providing
report

Sherry Domann

Date of report Nov. 20, 2014
Updates on regular
activities

Infant-Toddler is serving 17 children and their families at this time. There are
two children in the transition process currently and one new referral. One
child exited the program in the past month and two new IFSPs were
developed.
The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth
to five will be held January 9 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule an
appointment for this FREE screening.



New initiatives (for
whom, how to access)

Trainings/Workshops

Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)

Families Together Team
Empowerment Conference:
Advocacy, IEPs & Dispute

Nov 21 Overland
Park

7.0 $10

Low Intensity Strategies: Using
Behavior Specific Praise and
Opportunities Respond to
Support Instruction

Dec 2 Lawrence 2.0 None

Families Together Team
Empowerment Conference:
Shaping a Healthy Future

Dec 6 Wichita 5.5 $30

Pam Wilburn moved to end the meeting and Donna McCloskey seconded that motion. The motion was
voted upon and the motion passed. The meeting ended at 9:03 am on November 20th, 2014.

Respectively submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Dream Team Secretary



Atchison County Dream Team Minutes
December 18, 2014

NEXT MEETING: January 15, 2015
@USD 409 Board of Education Community Room

626 Commercial, Middle Door

Attending: Tina Pierce, Atchison Housing Authority; David Myers, USD 409; Kate Werring, The
Guidance Center; Diane Nielson, Atchison County Extension; Donna McCloskey, BOOK Program; Pam
Wilburn, Nek CAP; Diane Kerekanich, Parents as Teachers; Sherry Domann, Infant Toddler Program;
and guest Allen Ohlstein, Catholic Charities.

Secretary Report: Kate moved to accept the Dream Team Minutes for November 20th, 2014, and David
Myers seconded the motion. It was voted on and approved.

Treasurer Report: The treasurer’s report was reviewed.

Presentation:
*Allen Ohlstein made a presentation to the Dream Team about the Catholic Charities Friendly
Visitors Program. Allen is an Episcopal Deacon working for Catholic Charities in Leavenworth,
where the Friendly Visitors Program is in place. He stated that their clients are generally about 60
years and older and homebound. Program volunteers call and visit clients to simply talk, but also to
give transportation as needed to appointments, the grocery store, etc. The group is
nondenominational.
*Allen mentioned that in talking to David Myers he also learned of the need in Atchison for a
service to help people fill out application forms for assistance and other resources.
*Allen went on to tell about Sister Vickie of the Sisters of Charity in Leavenworth, who lead a study
to obtain demographics to apply for federal assistance for their Welcome Central organization.
Through this study they found a large population of homeless in the Leavenworth area. In
September they started a homeless shelter located in the former sisters’ residence at a school which
is no longer open. The homeless shelter is supported by 23 churches and backed by cooperation with
the fire and police departments to assure everything is up to code. 170 people attended the ribbon
cutting, including black and evangelical churches, as well as “mainstream” traditional churches.
*He mentioned that we have similar needs in Atchison regarding both the Friendly Visitor Program
and the Homeless Shelter. The goal is to bring these programs to Atchison. Catholic Charities
already has a presence here three days a week. Local Catholic Charities person Cindy Gillespie has
started making local contacts and has joined the Ministerial Alliance. Cindy alone can’t adequately
fill the need for helping clients fill out forms, since she is only here three days a week and is also
trying to "grow the business" of Catholic Charities locally.
*Catholic Charities is seeking local volunteers to attend a 2-hour training for the Friendly Visitors
Program. They would like to get the program in Atchison going by March, so there is a need to
recruit volunteers starting in January. Allen asked for Dream Team’s assistance in creating a
volunteer pool.



*Allen also encouraged Dream Team members to contact the central office of Catholic Charities
(www.catholiccharitiesks.org) to show appreciation of Cindy and the presence of the office here.
This may be a way to help expand services in Atchison. Allen would like to continue to come to
Dream Team meetings. He asked to add his email to our list: friendlyvisitors-
lv@catholiccharitiesks.org. His phone contact is 913-651-1407 ext. 1708 (office) and 913-680-8001
(cell).

Special Committee Reports:

Children's Needs Committee:
The Children’s Needs Committee met on December 9, 2014, in the Infant-Toddler Office in the Board
of Education Building. Present: Stephanie Berkhalter, Amy Cochran, Sherry Domann, Donna
McCloskey, Diane Nielson, Bekki Parsons, Elaine Scott, and Janet Settich.

Awareness
In a discussion of possible organizations to present information about the Children’s Needs
Committee, Bekki suggested Junior Guild, Janet mentioned Benedictine nursing students, and Sherry
said that Matt Ramsay, BC professor of special education, had requested committee members return
to his classes to present information. Elaine expressed a willingness to accompany anyone presenting
to these groups.

Grants
The Kansas Health Foundation again came up in the discussion of sources of funding for Children’s
Needs Committee projects, particularly in light of budget cuts in the BOOK Program.

Infant/Toddler Program Report
Sherry reported that the Autism Awareness group is building a library for parents with materials on
Autism and other topics. The library will be located on the first floor of the Board of Education
Office. This generated a discussion among committee members of other materials to include in the
library. Donna mentioned that the Resource Kits she has developed for the BOOK office could be
placed in the library for better visibility and access. Committee members agreed to come up with
contributions to the collection.

BOOK Family Resource Coordinator Report
Report attached.

Parenting
*There was a discussion of the budget cuts to BOOK and the need to find alternate sources of
funding for parenting programs. Elaine mentioned that Judge Bednar had expressed some
willingness to add parenting classes to court costs for court-ordered parents. Donna said this would
help, but would not cover all the costs of presenting parenting classes, such as meals for families and
stipends for presenters.
*Bekki said that Head Start will offer Love and Logic classes twice a year next year beginning in
Feb or March and will be free or at minimal cost to parents. These classes will be open to the public.
It was discussed that these classes should be publicized more to the general public. Head Start will
also offer a series of classes called Tackling the Tough Skills, which has parenting components.
*Bekki spoke about the positive differences she sees in families participating in the Dare to Be You
Program. They are trying out techniques taught in the classes and supporting other participating
parents. Diane said there is some question as to whether Dare to be You will be funded by Extension
due to a tight budget in the county. She is looking for alternate funding through sources such as the
McCoughaney Grant. Elaine asked about costs of the DTBY program, which is fairly expensive



because of incentives for families to attend, meals, and project materials. Diane is prepaying for
DTBY training out of BOOK funds for Head Start workers to continue the program with first
priority to Head Start families. Diane also envisions organizations like Rotary or local churches to
adopt families as partial funding for DTBY.
*Bekki said Head Start is presenting a Money Smarts Program starting March 3. It is targeted at 15
families and a meal will be provided, but no childcare. Bekki said a flyer with details about the
program will be available soon. Bekki also mention a fundraising community breakfast at end of
February at Paolucci’s. The topic presented at the breakfast will be about poverty. Money raised will
be used to support the Money Smarts Program, which Head Start is presenting in conjunction with
Exchange Bank.
*Diane said she would like to do poverty simulation with community leaders. Committee members
shared their experiences in participating in poverty simulations. Community awareness of poverty
issues is considered a need by committee members.

Breastfeeding
In a discussion of breastfeeding information the website kccto.org was mentioned as a good source.

Next Meeting: January 13, 2015 at noon @ the ITS Office (old PAT room in the Board of Ed
building).

Basic Needs Committee:
Stefanie resigned recently due to her pregnancy. It’s been difficult for the committee to get together
due to the fact that this is the busy time of year for Salvation Army, but the committee will meet in
January.

Adult Services Committee:
*Adult Service Committee Meeting was held Dec. 12th with David Myers and Nancy Bullock
attending
*David shared that Chaplain Allen Friendly Visitors is a program through Catholic Charities that
may be able to help others complete forms and applications. Cindy Gillespie will visit with Sister
Gabrielle about this issue.

Health Needs Committee:
Kate reported that Live Well Live Atchison and The Guidance Center provided a Mental Health
First Aid workshop focused on youth recently with 20 attending. She said they will offer it again
early in the coming year. Pam attended and said it was a good training. Diane Nielson asked about
cost and Kate replied that it was free to participants, who got a workbook and lunch paid for by Live
Well Live Atchison. The training ran for a full day. Pam reported she has already used some of the
techniques she learned at the workshop.

Live Well Live Atchison:
Kate reported that Allen County has started an organization similar to Live Well Live Atchison.
Allen County has been able to provide a salary for a director, and Live Well Live Atchison is ready
to move in that direction. The director of the Allen County project recently came to Atchison to talk
about their initiatives. Live Well Live Atchison is trying to get cooperation between the city and
county to cover the director’s salary for the first year and to find sources of funding for the future,
such as the Kansas Health Foundation.



Old Business:
Progress report on the BOOK Program:

*Donna facilitated the Family Conservancy’s Talk, Read, Play training for child care providers on
Nov. 4 in the USD 409 Community Room.
*The Teen Parent Support Group continues to meet at AHS every Tuesday from 9:30 to 10:00. A
representative from Family Conservancy came on Nov. 11 to give the teen parents information about
their Talk, Read, Play program. Parents as Teachers Parent Educators Stephanie Berkhalter,
Steffenee Watkins, and Donna McCloskey conduct the group.
*Dare To Be You parenting classes will continue through Dec. 11 with 12 parents enrolled. The
classes are being held at the First Baptist Church. The Atchison County Extension is providing meals
and materials support. Children’s Needs Committee members Bekki Parsons, Diane Nielson, Diane
Kerekanich, Janet Settich, and Donna McCloskey are leading groups or providing other support.
*The Parents as Teachers group connections event at the Atchison Fire Station on Nov. 12th was
attended by 5 families. After touring the Fire Station, families attended to an open house at the new
Parents as Teachers room in the Roosevelt Building of Atchison Middle School. Refreshments were
served and door prizes of children’s books, firefighter hats, and a manicure were given out.
*Parents as Teachers Parent Educators attended a health literacy training and received copies of the
book What To Do When Your Child Gets Sick. The BOOK grant will purchase more of these books
to share with parents.
*$1,654 worth of gas and transportation vouchers have been distributed since March to BOOK
clients needing help with transportation to resources such as the Happy Hearts Adult Learning
Center, the Family Literacy Center, Parenting with Love and Logic classes, Dare to Be You
Parenting classes, WIC and doctor appointments.

New Business:
*Tina reported that it is time to renew Dream Team memberships and to pay dues. Tina will send out
reminders to members next week.
*Diane Nielson reported that she is working with Head Start to do a poverty simulation in the spring
and wants to expand the base of people working on it and attending. She does want to keep it
somewhat small and offer it more than once. She needs 25-30 volunteers to play roles, and a
planning committee from Dream Team and community leaders to participate. Kate suggested Diane
give materials about the program to Nancy to mail out to Dream Team members. Pam suggested that
lower income people need to play some of the roles of service providers because they have
experienced the scenarios being played out in the simulation.

Non-Agenda Items:
Bountiful Baskets Food Harvest will start up again in January on Saturday, January 17.



Agency Reports:
Agency or
Program

Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program

Individual
providing report

Sherry Domann

Date of report January 14, 2015
Updates on
regular
activities

Infant-Toddler is serving 18 children and their families at this time. There are two children
in the transition process currently and two new referrals. No children exited the program in
the past month and three new IFSPs were developed.
The next Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five will be
held February 6 at AES. Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule and appointment for this FREE
screening. Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program staff is available to provide screenings
throughout the summer at the request and convenience of family members.

New initiatives
(for whom,
how to access)

Trainings/Workshops
Title Date Location CEUs/Hrs Fee(s)

Communities for Kids Meeting Jan 21
Feb 10
Feb 19
Feb 26

Topeka
Junction City
Wichita
Parsons

?
?
?
?

None

Families Together - Family Enrichment
Weekend

Feb 6 Wichita ? None

Educational Interpreter Performance
Assessment (EIPA) Video Conference
Workshop: Language and Theory of Mind
in Deaf Children: What Educational
Interpreters Need To Know

Feb 7 Multiple
Locations

5.5 None

Addressing the Unique Needs of Students
who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing (Level 2)

Feb 23 Oakley 6.5 $45-60

KDEC 33rd Annual Conference: All
Children Together: Inclusion is an
Evidence-Based Practice

Mar 5 & 6 Wichita Variable Variable

Social Emotional Assessment/Evaluation
Measure (SEAM™) - KDEC Post-
Conference Workshop

Mar 6 Wichita 3.0 $45

Challenges Need referrals from sources other than early intervention; meeting state and federal
paperwork requirements.

Next Meeting:
The next Dream Team meeting will be Thursday, January 15, 2015, from 8:00 – 9:00 in the USD
409 Community Room, 626 Commercial Street. The new officers will preside.

Agency Reports Reminder: If you send your agency report to Nancy by 5:00 pm on the date prior to
the meeting, the information will be shared at the meeting. This becomes especially important when
time for reports is shortened due to other Dream Team business. We want everyone to be able to be
present and we are interested in what is happening in your organization. With that in mind, please
limit your agency report to 3-5 minutes. Please send your agency reports to Nancy for inclusion in
the meeting minutes.


