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Atchison County Dream Team minutes                
May 20th, 2008

 NEXT MEETING:   June 17th, 2008;   3:30 pm
@ Achievement Services,  215 N. 5th

Present: Kathy Botts, LeA’nn Glover, Karen Compton,  Sherry Domann, Janet Settich, Ellie Folsom, 
Netheli Toussaint, Kelli Flanner, Marilyn Albright, Bekki Parsons, Cheryl Sylvester, and Nancy Bullock 

The minutes for March 18th were presented.  Nancy noted that the date for the next meeting was 
wrong and corrected it.  Cheryl made the motion to approve the minutes, with the amendment, and 
Kathy seconded the motion.
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review.  Ellie made the motion to approve the minutes 
and Karen seconded the motion.  

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Janet Settich, in attendance: 
• The ECC provided $590 to Mikki Scott to be trained in the Art of Infant Massage.  Mikki will 

provide five parent trainings for free.  These are for infants under six months of age are will  be 
held at the Atchison Library, in July. Contact Janet for more information on how to enroll at 
367-9419

• Funding for the Read from the Start program was approved and will classes will begin held in 
October, in the evenings.

• There are several program ideas on educating children and the community on values.  This will 
be reviewed at the next ECC meeting, which will be held on June 10th at 3:30 pm.

Parents University: Submitted by Bekki Parsons, in attendance:
• The Parents University was held April 15, 2008; there were 40 adults and 63 kids in attendance.  

Bekki reviewed the results from the survey.  The Size Diversity class, presented by Kathy 
Barret, was the first class to ever receive a “5” on every survey.  The results of survey indicate 
all the classes were beneficial to all who attended.  This year also had the largest amount in 
cash donations, as well as an abundance of other donations.

OLD BUSINESS: 

* Dream Team Brochures:  Bekki will follow up with Gail regarding the status of the Dream Team 
Brochures.  

* Website:  LeA’nn offered to contact Ben Layton, regarding setting up a website, as she has been 
pleased with the site he assisted in setting up for another agency.  LeA’nn will refer Ben to 
Nancy if he wishes to assist us in setting up a site.  Nancy volunteered to look at Microsoft 
Publisher to try to create a Web page.  

* Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Program: Bekki noted that we have provided a letter of 
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support for the Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Program proposal that was submitted to 
CDC by the Kansas Department of Health and Education.  The CDC will make its decision by 
the end of June.

NEW BUSINESS:  
*Fire Pup: Kathy presented the request from the Atchison Fire Department for donation to assist in 

funding Fire Pup program.  Kathy provided information regarding the donation amounts for the 
last two years.  Nancy moved to donate $200 to support the Fire Pup program.  Cheryl 
seconded the motion, it was voted on and the motion passed. 

*Fair Booth:  Bekki raised discussion on whether the Dream Team would have a booth at the 
Atchison County Fair.  The Fair will be held July 22nd- 25th.  Bekki noted that Marcie Eckhart 
Charay, from CMFHP, will provide a variety of items to give away at the booth.  Cheryl moved 
to purchase a booth space at the fair, Janet seconded the motion, it was voted on and was 
approved.  Kathy will contact Diane to purchase the booth space.

*Block Grant: Ellie noted the state has passed a bill setting up block grants for Early Childhood 
programs.  We don't know very much about the particulars, but we do know that the purpose of 
these grants is to enhance existing programs and to meet the needs of at risk populations.  We 
are thinking about applying for one of the grants to expand the USD 409 Parents as Teachers 
program to include a teen parenting component.  While the program does currently have some 
teen parents who receive home visits, this grant would fund the establishment of a teen 
parenting group that meets regularly at the high school and helps the teens to stay in school, set 
goals for their futures, and get their babies off to a good start.  About 14 years ago, Ellie 
Folsom worked in the Atchison District and started a group like this at the school, but there is 
currently not enough money or staff to do it again.  Ellie and Janet Settich asked the Dream 
Team if they would support such a program and if they would help to find local matching 
money for a block grant of at least $5000.

AGENCY REPORTS

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance:
• Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program is currently serving 24 children and their families.  

Three are twelve referrals.  
• The Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five is scheduled for 

June 6, 2008 at Atchison Elementary School from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call Atchison Infant-
Toddler Program at 367-2131, ext 1223 to schedule. Flyers were distributed.

• Contact Sherry for information on several workshops including, Born to Learn training in June 
and an Autism workshop.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Karen Compton, in attendance:  
• May is Skin Cancer Awareness month and Karen provided handouts related to caring for your 

skin.
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• Karen attended a meeting on Postpartum Needs which is an identified need that Atchison 
County is dealing with.  She will be getting handouts on identifying Postpartum needs.  She 
will provide the Pregnancy Help Center with this information, also.

• Emergency Preparedness for mothers, pregnant women, and children was also identifies as an 
area that is overlooked.  The Atchison County Health Dept. will be researching this need and 
how to address it.

• Karen noted that now is the time to start referring individuals who have children who need 
physicals or immunization.  There is always a rush in August.

Atchison Elementary School:  Submitted by Marilyn Albright, e- mail notes and in attendance.
• There will be parenting classes for "1-2-3- Magic" held at AES starting on Thursday, August 

21, 28, September 4 and 11 and a second group of classes on Tuesday, October 7, 14, 21, and 
28.  These will be from 6:00 to 8:00.  Those needing childcare need to make arrangements 
ahead of time so we can provide adequate coverage.  Call Janet Settich at 367-9419 or Marilyn 
Albright at 367-4754.  We have a waiting list so the August class will fill up fast.  We will try 
to limit this group to 18 adults. 

• It was noted that the amount of parents that are court ordered to attend parenting classes, 
continue to rise.  It was suggested that perhaps the County Attorney should be notified of the 
cost of presenting these classes and see if the funding that the Juvenile Justice Agency has, for 
parenting classes, may aid in funding these classes.

• Tomorrow, May 21st, is the last day of school for USD 409.  School will resume August 11th.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• With all the rain this season, the work at the location for the new hospital has been...to drain the 

pond four times!  Ground breaking is set for the near future with completion expected late 2009 
or early 2010.

• The Hospital Auxiliary Golf Tournament was a casualty of the weather also, and has been 
rescheduled for June 13.  It wouldn't DARE rain on Friday the 13th would it?  The proceeds 
from the 15th annual tournament will be used to purchase an infant warmer for the hospital.

• The Auxiliary will hold its spring general dinner meeting on June 10th at the hospital with Aggie 
Asher, Social Services Director, as guest speaker.  The Outstanding Auxilian 2008 will be 
announced and presented with a plaque for a job well done.

• The Junior Volunteer Program will be getting under way soon.  This is for teens ages 14-18.

Atchison Public Library: Submitted by Cheryl Sylvester, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• April went by in a hurry, partly because of transitions downstairs.   We were still doing Prime 

Time reading downstairs and getting ready for summer reading. One City, One Book made my 
life more interesting with a couple of adult programs to lead.  One was at Kiwanis.  We had a 
good discussion about “In Cold Blood.”  My second discussion was only with one lady. At the 
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end of the month we began the class visits from surrounding schools as part of their end of the 
year field trips   

• Prime Time became successful by the last three sessions.  The support of the Dream Team helped 
turn the numbers around. It seems that the only real way to advertise in this town is through 
direct mailing or face–to-face contact.  I am sending out the completion certificates to each 
family with a summer reading advertisement book mark promoting sign-up on June 2nd.  

• Summer reading begins June 2nd with a great program called Bug Juice Jamboree with Thad 
Beach.  Everyone who comes to sign up that day will get ice cream and a FREE book to get 
them started.  Summer reading is for all ages, so we have adult and teen programs, besides the 
children’s activities. 

The summer story time schedule and themes:
June 2-6th Bug of the Week: Lightning bugs and lady bugs!  Books: “The Grouchy lady bug”, “Fireflies”
June 9th-13th    Father’s Day: stories about Dads; make your dad a photo cube
June 16th Bug of the week: The buzz about bees! 
June 23rd Spiders and mosquitoes: Book: “Why mosquitoes buzz in people’s ears” an African folktale
June 30th – July 4th Theme: Fourth of July- make a great patriotic candle decoration.   ONLY 

WEDNESDAY STORY TIME: closed on the 4th.  
July 7th-11th  Bug of the week: Ants, Crickets and Grasshoppers;  Book “Two bad ants” 
July 14th-18th Bug of the week: Flies-- plus Amelia Earhart and airplane stories
July 21st-25th take a break from bugs for the county fair.   Stories about the fair

NEW THIS SUMMER!!
*A Cool Summer Break:  Beat the Heat and Read with your daughter! A Mother/Daughter book 

club Sign up to read one or all                 These are all considered 5-8th grade reading level 
“Ella Enchanted”: - June 12th   

“Esperanza Rising”- June 19th

“True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle” - June 26th

“Bloomability”- July 10th

“Double Dutch” -July 17th

“Twenty Pageants Later”- July 24th

*Great books to discuss for anyone: 
“My side of the Mountain”, “The Firebug Connection”, “There’s an owl in my shower!”

 
*PLUS LOT’S OF PRETEENOLOGY CRAFTS AND PRIZES!

DCCCA, Inc. RPC: Submitted by Kelli Flanner, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• I'm the new person at RPC, taking over Netheli's position.  
• RPC is currently ordering new resource materials for our library and hope to be re-stocked by 

the end of summer.  Any suggestions on DVDs, pamphlets, or other materials are welcome.  
Please email me if with ideas (kflanner@dccca.org).  Any prevention topics are fair game--
substance abuse, violence, pregnancy, bullying, healthy behaviors, etc.

The Family Conservancy: Submitted by Amy Foster, e-mail notes: 
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• The Family Conservancy does not have many notes this time, but I wanted to go ahead and pass 
along the registration and menu for the Infant/Toddler Mental Health Conference.  The event is 
happening June 3, 4, and 5th at the Agricultural Hall of Fame in Bonner Springs, KS.  
Participants only attend one day and a lunch menu is provided.    If you have any questions 
please contact Dawn O’Brien at Nurturing Families, Inc. in Leavenworth at 913-651-1000.

The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $618.60 as of May 20th, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

• LeA’nn also distributed information on training in Leavenworth on Schizophrenia: Issues and 
Challenges Affecting Treatment.

KDHE/ Cancer Prevention and Control Program: Submitted by Netheli Toussaint, in attendance:
• Netheli presented information regarding a new program through the Health Dept. to assist 

women, ages 40-60, which are without insurance, in obtaining FREE Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screenings.  She provided handouts regarding this program.

Open Wide Dental:  Submitted by Christen Lacy, e-mail notes:  
• Received McConaughy Grant of $800-it was made out directly to Open Wide, so Kathy will 

not need it for financial reports.
• I am finishing up at AES today (Tues) and will have year end reports for the 2007/2008 school 

year at the next meeting.
• I got it approved by Dr. Susan Myers to have my consent forms included in the 2008/2009 

enrollment packets for 409-this will include AES, AMS, AHS and the Alternative School.  This 
should be a great help (I hope) with the building of the program.

Parents as Teachers: Submitted by Ellie Folsom, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• The Atchison County Community School District Board of Education recently

voted to maintain the Parents as Teachers program at its current level for the 2008-09
school year. This means we will be able to continuing serving up to 45 families at any
one time. During the current school year, we have served 56 families and 69 children.
The cost to the district was only $237 per child. We will soon be enrolling a new family
that has shown an interest in PAT, and then our caseload will be full with 45 families.
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WORKSHOP/TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Title Host Date Place Cost
Special Delivery Ages and 
Stages Questionaire: Social 
Emotional Development

N u r t u r i n g 
F a m i l i e s , 
Inc.

June 3, 4, or 5th 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
(One day training 
repeated for three days.)

Agricultural Hall 
of Fame, Bonner 
Springs, Ks.

$25 (includes lunch, 
materials, and 
entertainment)

Submitted by Nancy Bullock, Secretary
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Atchison County Dream Team minutes                
May 20th, 2008

 NEXT MEETING:   June 17th, 2008;   3:30 pm
@ Achievement Services,  215 N. 5th

Present: Kathy Botts, LeA’nn Glover, Karen Compton,  Sherry Domann, Janet Settich, Ellie Folsom, 
Netheli Toussaint, Kelli Flanner, Marilyn Albright, Bekki Parsons, Cheryl Sylvester, and Nancy Bullock 

The minutes for March 18th were presented.  Nancy noted that the date for the next meeting was 
wrong and corrected it.  Cheryl made the motion to approve the minutes, with the amendment, and 
Kathy seconded the motion.
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review.  Ellie made the motion to approve the minutes 
and Karen seconded the motion.  

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Janet Settich, in attendance: 
• The ECC provided $590 to Mikki Scott to be trained in the Art of Infant Massage.  Mikki will 

provide five parent trainings for free.  These are for infants under six months of age are will  be 
held at the Atchison Library, in July. Contact Janet for more information on how to enroll at 
367-9419

• Funding for the Read from the Start program was approved and will classes will begin held in 
October, in the evenings.

• There are several program ideas on educating children and the community on values.  This will 
be reviewed at the next ECC meeting, which will be held on June 10th at 3:30 pm.

Parents University: Submitted by Bekki Parsons, in attendance:
• The Parents University was held April 15, 2008; there were 40 adults and 63 kids in attendance.  

Bekki reviewed the results from the survey.  The Size Diversity class, presented by Kathy 
Barret, was the first class to ever receive a “5” on every survey.  The results of survey indicate 
all the classes were beneficial to all who attended.  This year also had the largest amount in 
cash donations, as well as an abundance of other donations.

OLD BUSINESS: 

* Dream Team Brochures:  Bekki will follow up with Gail regarding the status of the Dream Team 
Brochures.  

* Website:  LeA’nn offered to contact Ben Layton, regarding setting up a website, as she has been 
pleased with the site he assisted in setting up for another agency.  LeA’nn will refer Ben to 
Nancy if he wishes to assist us in setting up a site.  Nancy volunteered to look at Microsoft 
Publisher to try to create a Web page.  

* Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Program: Bekki noted that we have provided a letter of 
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support for the Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Program proposal that was submitted to 
CDC by the Kansas Department of Health and Education.  The CDC will make its decision by 
the end of June.

NEW BUSINESS:  
*Fire Pup: You do a great job on the minutes!  FYI on the Fire Pup issue, I read the letter again at home 

after the meeting.  The letter was received by SRS in January.  Gail gave it to Bekki in March and the 
deadline for this year's program was February 27th!!!  Bekki, Janet and I decided to wait until next year.  
We are sure they will send a letter again, at which time we hopefully can act more quickly. 

*Fair Booth:  Bekki raised discussion on whether the Dream Team would have a booth at the 
Atchison County Fair.  The Fair will be held July 22nd- 25th.  Bekki noted that Marcie Eckhart 
Charay, from CMFHP, will provide a variety of items to give away at the booth.  Cheryl moved 
to purchase a booth space at the fair, Janet seconded the motion, it was voted on and was 
approved.  Kathy will contact Diane to purchase the booth space.

*Block Grant: Ellie noted the state has passed a bill setting up block grants for Early Childhood 
programs.  We don't know very much about the particulars, but we do know that the purpose of 
these grants is to enhance existing programs and to meet the needs of at risk populations.  We 
are thinking about applying for one of the grants to expand the USD 409 Parents as Teachers 
program to include a teen parenting component.  While the program does currently have some 
teen parents who receive home visits, this grant would fund the establishment of a teen 
parenting group that meets regularly at the high school and helps the teens to stay in school, set 
goals for their futures, and get their babies off to a good start.  About 14 years ago, Ellie 
Folsom worked in the Atchison District and started a group like this at the school, but there is 
currently not enough money or staff to do it again.  Ellie and Janet Settich asked the Dream 
Team if they would support such a program and if they would help to find local matching 
money for a block grant of at least $5000.

AGENCY REPORTS

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance:
• Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program is currently serving 24 children and their families.  

Three are twelve referrals.  
• The Count Your Kid In developmental screening for children ages birth to five is scheduled for 

June 6, 2008 at Atchison Elementary School from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call Atchison Infant-
Toddler Program at 367-2131, ext 1223 to schedule. Flyers were distributed.

• Contact Sherry for information on several workshops including, Born to Learn training in June 
and an Autism workshop.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Karen Compton, in attendance:  
• May is Skin Cancer Awareness month and Karen provided handouts related to caring for your 

skin.
• Karen attended a meeting on Postpartum Needs which is an identified need that Atchison 
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County is dealing with.  She will be getting handouts on identifying Postpartum needs.  She 
will provide the Pregnancy Help Center with this information, also.

• Emergency Preparedness for mothers, pregnant women, and children was also identifies as an 
area that is overlooked.  The Atchison County Health Dept. will be researching this need and 
how to address it.

• Karen noted that now is the time to start referring individuals who have children who need 
physicals or immunization.  There is always a rush in August.

Atchison Elementary School:  Submitted by Marilyn Albright, e- mail notes and in attendance.
• There will be parenting classes for "1-2-3- Magic" held at AES starting on Thursday, August 

21, 28, September 4 and 11 and a second group of classes on Tuesday, October 7, 14, 21, and 
28.  These will be from 6:00 to 8:00.  Those needing childcare need to make arrangements 
ahead of time so we can provide adequate coverage.  Call Janet Settich at 367-9419 or Marilyn 
Albright at 367-4754.  We have a waiting list so the August class will fill up fast.  We will try 
to limit this group to 18 adults. 

• It was noted that the amount of parents that are court ordered to attend parenting classes, 
continue to rise.  It was suggested that perhaps the County Attorney should be notified of the 
cost of presenting these classes and see if the funding that the Juvenile Justice Agency has, for 
parenting classes, may aid in funding these classes.

• Tomorrow, May 21st, is the last day of school for USD 409.  School will resume August 11th.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• With all the rain this season, the work at the location for the new hospital has been...to drain the 

pond four times!  Ground breaking is set for the near future with completion expected late 2009 
or early 2010.

• The Hospital Auxiliary Golf Tournament was a casualty of the weather also, and has been 
rescheduled for June 13.  It wouldn't DARE rain on Friday the 13th would it?  The proceeds 
from the 15th annual tournament will be used to purchase an infant warmer for the hospital.

• The Auxiliary will hold its spring general dinner meeting on June 10th at the hospital with Aggie 
Asher, Social Services Director, as guest speaker.  The Outstanding Auxilian 2008 will be 
announced and presented with a plaque for a job well done.

• The Junior Volunteer Program will be getting under way soon.  This is for teens ages 14-18.

Atchison Public Library: Submitted by Cheryl Sylvester, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• April went by in a hurry, partly because of transitions downstairs.   We were still doing Prime 

Time reading downstairs and getting ready for summer reading. One City, One Book made my 
life more interesting with a couple of adult programs to lead.  One was at Kiwanis.  We had a 
good discussion about “In Cold Blood.”  My second discussion was only with one lady. At the 
end of the month we began the class visits from surrounding schools as part of their end of the 
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year field trips   
• Prime Time became successful by the last three sessions.  The support of the Dream Team helped 

turn the numbers around. It seems that the only real way to advertise in this town is through 
direct mailing or face–to-face contact.  I am sending out the completion certificates to each 
family with a summer reading advertisement book mark promoting sign-up on June 2nd.  

• Summer reading begins June 2nd with a great program called Bug Juice Jamboree with Thad 
Beach.  Everyone who comes to sign up that day will get ice cream and a FREE book to get 
them started.  Summer reading is for all ages, so we have adult and teen programs, besides the 
children’s activities. 

The summer story time schedule and themes:
June 2-6th Bug of the Week: Lightning bugs and lady bugs!  Books: “The Grouchy lady bug”, “Fireflies”
June 9th-13th    Father’s Day: stories about Dads; make your dad a photo cube
June 16th Bug of the week: The buzz about bees! 
June 23rd Spiders and mosquitoes: Book: “Why mosquitoes buzz in people’s ears” an African folktale
June 30th – July 4th Theme: Fourth of July- make a great patriotic candle decoration.   ONLY 

WEDNESDAY STORY TIME: closed on the 4th.  
July 7th-11th  Bug of the week: Ants, Crickets and Grasshoppers;  Book “Two bad ants” 
July 14th-18th Bug of the week: Flies-- plus Amelia Earhart and airplane stories
July 21st-25th take a break from bugs for the county fair.   Stories about the fair

NEW THIS SUMMER!!
*A Cool Summer Break:  Beat the Heat and Read with your daughter! A Mother/Daughter book 

club Sign up to read one or all                 These are all considered 5-8th grade reading level 
“Ella Enchanted”: - June 12th   

“Esperanza Rising”- June 19th

“True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle” - June 26th

“Bloomability”- July 10th

“Double Dutch” -July 17th

“Twenty Pageants Later”- July 24th

*Great books to discuss for anyone: 
“My side of the Mountain”, “The Firebug Connection”, “There’s an owl in my shower!”

 
*PLUS LOT’S OF PRETEENOLOGY CRAFTS AND PRIZES!

DCCCA, Inc. RPC: Submitted by Kelli Flanner, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• I'm the new person at RPC, taking over Netheli's position.  
• RPC is currently ordering new resource materials for our library and hope to be re-stocked by 

the end of summer.  Any suggestions on DVDs, pamphlets, or other materials are welcome.  
Please email me if with ideas (kflanner@dccca.org).  Any prevention topics are fair game--
substance abuse, violence, pregnancy, bullying, healthy behaviors, etc.

The Family Conservancy: Submitted by Amy Foster, e-mail notes: 

mailto:kflanner@dccca.org
mailto:kflanner@dccca.org
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• The Family Conservancy does not have many notes this time, but I wanted to go ahead and pass 
along the registration and menu for the Infant/Toddler Mental Health Conference.  The event is 
happening June 3, 4, and 5th at the Agricultural Hall of Fame in Bonner Springs, KS.  
Participants only attend one day and a lunch menu is provided.    If you have any questions 
please contact Dawn O’Brien at Nurturing Families, Inc. in Leavenworth at 913-651-1000.

The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover, in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $618.60 as of May 20th, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

• LeA’nn also distributed information on training in Leavenworth on Schizophrenia: Issues and 
Challenges Affecting Treatment.

KDHE/ Cancer Prevention and Control Program: Submitted by Netheli Toussaint, in attendance:
• Netheli presented information regarding a new program through the Health Dept. to assist 

women, ages 40-60, which are without insurance, in obtaining FREE Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screenings.  She provided handouts regarding this program.

Open Wide Dental:  Submitted by Christen Lacy, e-mail notes:  
• Received McConaughy Grant of $800-it was made out directly to Open Wide, so Kathy will 

not need it for financial reports.
• I am finishing up at AES today (Tues) and will have year end reports for the 2007/2008 school 

year at the next meeting.
• I got it approved by Dr. Susan Myers to have my consent forms included in the 2008/2009 

enrollment packets for 409-this will include AES, AMS, AHS and the Alternative School.  This 
should be a great help (I hope) with the building of the program.

Parents as Teachers: Submitted by Ellie Folsom, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• The Atchison County Community School District Board of Education recently

voted to maintain the Parents as Teachers program at its current level for the 2008-09
school year. This means we will be able to continuing serving up to 45 families at any
one time. During the current school year, we have served 56 families and 69 children.
The cost to the district was only $237 per child. We will soon be enrolling a new family
that has shown an interest in PAT, and then our caseload will be full with 45 families.
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WORKSHOP/TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Title Host Date Place Cost
Special Delivery Ages and 
Stages Questionaire: Social 
Emotional Development

N u r t u r i n g 
F a m i l i e s , 
Inc.

June 3, 4, or 5th 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
(One day training 
repeated for three days.)

Agricultural Hall 
of Fame, Bonner 
Springs, Ks.

$25 (includes lunch, 
materials, and 
entertainment)

Submitted by Nancy Bullock, Secretary
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Atchison County Dream Team minutes                
July 15th, 2008

 NEXT MEETING:   August 19th , 2008;   3:30 pm
@ Achievement Services,  215 N. 5th

Present: Kathy Botts, Sherry Domann, Netheli Toussaint, Kelli Flanner, Bekki Parsons, Cheryl 
Sylvester, Dixie Williams, Gail Fox, Marcie Eckhart-Charay, Shelia Boos and Nancy Bullock 

The minutes for June 17th were presented. Cheryl made the motion to approve the minutes and Netheli 
seconded the motion.
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review. Nancy made the motion to approve the 
minutes and Cheryl seconded the motion.  

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Sherry, in attendance: 
• It is time to reapply for the grant.  The Focus will be on Values Training.  The grant will be sent 

in Aug. 1st.  
• The Calendar with Family/Child activities is due to be updated.

• Parents University: nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS: 

* Fair Booth.  Plans for staffing the Fair booth were completed with Netheli and Cheryl attending 
Thurs. from 6-8.  Cheryl will take down the booth.

* Website:  Nancy will contact Ben Layton, regarding setting up a website.

NEW BUSINESS:  
*CMHS Newsletter-  Marcie distributed the newsletter and the brochures for reimbursement or 

providing a ride to medical appointments.

AGENCY REPORTS

Achievement Services for Northeast Kansas, Inc:  Submitted by Dixie William, in attendance:
The Autism Waiver, through HCBS, will be adding 25 children the fiscal year.  One child in 
Atchison County is will begin on the waiver July 1st.  Those children are eligible to stay on the 
waiver for 3 years and then they become eligible for the HCBS MR/DD Waiver. 

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, e- mail notes and in 
attendance:
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• The program is currently serving 26 children and their families in addition to 7 children who 
recently reached their third birthdays, but will continue to receive services from Infant-Toddler 
staff until school begins.  We also have five new referrals. 

• Camilla North, family services coordinator and program assistant, is attending tiny-k 
Foundation’s fund-raising Summer Academy in Great Bend July 17 & 18 to learn about 
additional funding opportunities for the program in order for us to be able to add services and 
personnel. 

• Sherry and Joyce have been sharing information about the Atchison City Infant-Toddler Program 
with a representative of House Calls magazine, a publication for Atchison Hospital.  The 
program will be featured in an upcoming article in the magazine.

• The next scheduled Count Your Kid In developmental screening is Friday, August 15 from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Shelia Boos, in attendance:  
• The Atchison County Health Department will be going to a Four day work week.  They will be 

working 10 hour days.  The new hours of business are 8-6:30 Monday- Thursday.  They will be 
closed for the lunch hour and on Fridays.  There will be no appointments needed except for 
WIC/Kan Be Healthy/ Family Planning.  There will no longer be a Child Care Surveyor.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• The annual golf tournament netted $10,000 to assist in the purchase of an infant warmer for the 

Atchison Hospital. 
• Eight Junior Volunteers are aboard for the summer assisting in clinical areas, information 

desk and helping sort and clear out supplies/files prior to the move to the new hospital site.

Atchison Public Library: Submitted by Cheryl Sylvester, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• The Summer Reading program had 330 participants. The groups had less participation than 

anticipated.  This may be partially due to the remodeling that is occurring at the library.
• There is some consideration for revamping the fall schedule.
• The Parenting section of the library has a new book case.
• The infant massage group is going well. 

Atchison SRS:  Submitted by Gail Fox, in attendance:
• Community Advisory Committee Meeting to be held 10- 11:30 am on July 16th at the Johnson 

County Library.
• SRS is developing an Inter-Service Transitional Team to support those who receive services.  

For the local office this means relocating within the building.
• Letters for proof of services to apply for free lunches will be distributed late in July.

Children’s Mercy Family Health Partner:  Submitted by Marcie Eckhart-Charay, in attendance:
• The State of Kansas will begin sending out plastic Medicaid card.  These will take the place of 

the monthly paper cards and are to be keep forever.  Even if someone becomes ineligible for 
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Medicaid and then three years later becomes eligible again, they are to use the same card as 
before.  There was much group discussion regarding the feasibility of this working and the 
ability of some of the clients to be responsible for the card forever and to not damage it.

• Marcie will become responsible for providing services for more counties, 15 total.

DCCCA, Inc. RPC: Submitted by Kelli Flanner, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• The Regional Prevention Center has a new blog:  www.dcccaprevention.blogspot.com.  This site 

provides the latest information on news and trends in alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs; tools for 
communities to use in substance abuse prevention efforts; and can be used to promote Dream 
Team events and accomplishments.  Please forward Kelli any information you would like to see 
on the blog, and pass the site along to others who might find it useful.

The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $258.60 as of July 15th, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

KDHE/ Cancer Prevention and Control Program: Submitted by Netheli Toussaint, in attendance:
• Nothing to present

NEK-CAP, Inc.:  Submitted by Bekki Parson, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• School supply sign-up has started and will continue through the 24th.  Eligible participants will 

need to bring proof of income and social security numbers for everyone in the household during 
office hours.  Office hours are Monday through Wednesday 8:30 to 12:00 and Thursday 1-4.  
Distribution of supplies will be on the 31st.  We have had a few donations and are anticipating 
that more will be coming in.  Candi needs more participants for the SMILE program, so if you 
know of anyone, just contact Candi at 367-7114.         

• We are doing a trial run of having a four day work week.  It will last a month.  Candi and Bekki 
are working Monday through Thursday and are currently not in the office on Fridays.  The 
company will decide if this will be an option for the employees after the trial period ends.  

• Head Start is currently accepting applications.  There are a few openings left for September.  
The Explorer Head Start has been going well and will end at the end of July.    

Parent At-Large:  Submitted by Nancy Bullock, in attendance:  
• The Guidance Center in Leavenworth has a respite house available for children on the SED 

waiver.  

Parents as Teachers: Submitted by Ellie Folsom, in attendance:
• After 17 ½  years with Parents as Teaches, Ellie Folsom will be retiring from her job as a 

http://www.dcccaprevention.blogspot.com/
http://www.dcccaprevention.blogspot.com/
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parent educator with USD 377 after the middle of August to join the staff of Atchison Catholic 
Elementary School as a morning preschool teacher.
A new parent educator will be hired to fill her position early in August and will attend a week 
long PAT training at the end of August.  To find out how to apply for this job, call Cammie 
Braden, at the Parents as Teachers regional office, in Lecompton, at Keystone Learning 
Services; 785-887-6004.
  *Job qualifications:  Preference is for a person with:
     - A bachelor’s degree in education, child development, or a related field.
    - Experience working with parents and young children.
    - Reliable transportation
    - The flexibility to work a variety of hours, including evenings and some weekends.

   - Computer literacy.
   - Organizational skills and the ability to work with minimal supervision.

Submitted by Nancy Bullock, Secretary
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Atchison County Dream Team minutes                
August 19th, 2008

 NEXT MEETING:   September 15th , 2008;   3:30 pm
@ Atchison County Health Dept.  215 N. 5th

Present: LeA’nn Glover, Kathy Botts, Dixie Williams, Bekki Parsons, Janet Settich, Christen Lacy, 
Marilyn Albright, Kelli Flanner, Sherry Domann, Shelia Boos, Karen Compton, Tom Sack, Diane 
Nielson and Nancy Bullock 

The minutes for July 15th were presented. Kathy made the motion to approve the minutes and Dixie 
seconded the motion, it was voted on and the motion passed.  
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review. Nancy made the motion to approve the 
minutes and Sheila seconded the motion, it was voted on and the motion passed.  

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Bekki Parsons, in attendance: 
• The ECC meeting was held August 12th in the new Resource Room at the Board of Education.  

Tom Sack, elementary principal, attended and is interested in finding ways to close the gap in 
communication to early education parents regarding available services.  There is a need for a 3 
year old service program.  

• The pamphlet for activities in the community for children under the age of 5 is being revised 
with more information added.

• The application for the grant which involves promoting Values in the community has been turned 
in and a notification will be received, by Nov. 15th, if our proposal has been accepted.

• There is another grant that may be available to assist parents/children, who have medical needs 
that are not otherwise met.  

Parents University: nothing to report

Kelli Witte from Kansas Children’s Service League, the guest speaker that was scheduled for 
today, was unable to attend.  Her presentation will be rescheduled for Oct.

Introductions were completed for Tom Sack, guest.

OLD BUSINESS: 

* Website:  Nancy Bullock contacted Ben Layton, regarding setting up a website. The website he 
completed for the Jefferson County Alliance was viewed and can be reviewed at 
www.jeffcoalliance.org.  The cost of beginning a website was discussed.  Ben will get back with 
Nancy regarding the amount he will charge to set up the website for us.  It was discussed to 
approve a $500 stipend for the set up of the website and a three year minimum contract with a 

http://www.jeffcoalliance.org
http://www.jeffcoalliance.org
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provider.  Bekki moved that we approve the stipend, Shelia seconded the motion, it was voted on 
and the motion passed.  

NEW BUSINESS:  
* The Kansas Health Policy Authority:  Shelia Boss shared that Atchison County was selected as 

one of the counties that the KHPA will be hosting meeting for community stakeholders and a 
community meeting.  The Community meeting will be held in the evening but the stakeholder 
meeting will be on Sept 15th at 3:30 at the Atchison County Health Department.  Information 
will be forwarded by Sheila regarding the purpose of the meetings.  

* Open Wide Dental:  Christen Lacy was approached with the request to use the Open Wide 
Dental equipment to provide dental services in the new Free Health Clinic.  It is expected that 
the equipment will be used one time a month until they can purchase their own.  Diane moved 
and LeA’nn seconded the motion to allow the new Clinic to use the Open Wide Dental 
equipment, one time a month until they can purchase their own.  This use should not conflict 
with Christen’s need for the equipment.  After discussion, it was voted on and the motion 
passed.  

*Atchison Elementary School: Tom Sack shared that he would like to improve the 
communication to parents re: the resources available in our community.  It was suggested that 
perhaps we could arrange for a monthly article, in the Atchison Globe, that would include 
information from all resource providers (on a rotating schedule).  Tom volunteered to 
coordinate this with the Atchison Globe. 

AGENCY REPORTS

Achievement Services for Northeast Kansas, Inc:  Submitted by Dixie William, in attendance:
• Nothing to report.

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, e-mail notes and in attendance: 
• Infant-Toddler enrollment is currently at 25 children and their families.  Four children are in 

transition to 3-5-yr-old services and there are two new referrals.  Sherry will be attending a Part 
C (infant-Toddler) regional meeting in Topeka August 25-agenda will include community of 
practice topics and evidence-based practice.

• The Count Your Kid In signup for developmental screenings for August was FULL with 
additional requests which were placed on the September signup.  The screenings will take place 
on Friday, the 12th at AES from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call the elementary school at 367-1161 to 
schedule.

Atchison County Extension Office:  Submitted by Diane Neilson, in attendance: 
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• Diane presented information on the Lancaster Fun Run/Walk, to be held Sept. 13th.  For more 
information contact Kate Oswald at (913) 833-4401 or Sandy Callahan (913) 874-2415.

• Will be introducing the Clover bud program this year as part of the 4-H youth development 
program.  Focus will be on cooperative learning for 5-7 year olds.  Would meet 2 times per 
month with youth/volunteer leaders and encouraged parental attendance.  Currently identifying 
volunteers for the program.  May supplement current community programs such as Headstart, 
Parents As Teachers, and Day Care.  Visit with Diane for more information.

• 4-H new year starts in October.  New project this year include financial champions, sports 
fishing, shooting sports and active leadership.  Open to any youth between the ages 7-18.

• Obesity Prevention: Working Family Fitness Fun program that would involve parents and 
children to learn and practice healthy habits.  Adult and youth activities for 5-9 weeks.  
Looking for partners to help with this program.

• Walktober Activities – Will be promoting walking activities during the month of October.  
More next month and via e-mail.

• Sept 30th- Program for women on topics of Strong Women-Importance of Strength Training in 
Fitness profile for women especially.  

• Think Pink- Information to encourage women to take the steps to prevent breast cancer.  Also 
will be making a pink quilt during the day to support breast cancer research- will auction some 
way in the community.

• Food Safety – September is food safety awareness month.  Will be doing community education 
during the month and giving away food thermometers.

• Money Management- Basic budgeting and money management skills classes.  Also will be 
doing an estate planning program early 2009.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Shelia Boos, in attendance:  
• The Atchison County Health Department will be going to a 4-day work week beginning the 1st 

of Oct.  They will be working 10 hour days.  The new hours of business are 8-6:30 Monday- 
Thursday.  They will be closed for the lunch hour and on Fridays.  There will be no 
appointments needed except for WIC/Kan Be Healthy/ Family Planning.  

• The ACHD participated in two emergency preparedness drills.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• Having been gone on vacation for two weeks this month, what I know for sure is that the 

Atchison Hospital will hold a ground breaking at the new site on August 28th.
• The Auxiliary is looking forward to showing their quilts at Oktoberfest.  Tickets will be on sale.  

We always raffle a queen size quilt and a youth quilt in November.  
• The KHA-HAK annual convention will be held in Overland Park in November.  Several 

members, including me, will be attending.

DCCCA, Inc. RPC: Submitted by Kelli Flanner, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• Nothing to report.
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The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $1,952.55 as of Aug 19th, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

NEK-CAP, Inc.:  Submitted by Bekki Parson, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• Nothing to report.

Parent At-Large:  Submitted by Nancy Bullock, in attendance:  
• Nothing to report.

Parents as Teachers: Submitted by Janet Settich, in attendance:
• Dana Clary has been hired to fill Ellie Folsom’s position.  She will carry 3 units in Atchison 

County.  Diane Kerekanich will carry 2 units in Atchison County.  
• The first infant massage class has been completed with excellent reviews.  The second class is 

being offered at the Effingham Library beginning in October.  It was suggested to include the 
infant massage material in the New Baby packet when mothers and infants are discharged 
from the Hospital.  

• Atchison City PAT will be having a couple of opening soon.

Submitted by Nancy Bullock, Secretary

     
Available trainings/workshops include:    

Title Date(s) Location Fee
Managing Classrooms with Behaviorally 
Challenged Children

September 11, 
2008

Cappers-Topeka None

Delving Deeper into Understanding Behavior and 
Supporting Positive Change

September 26, 
2008

Doubletree-Overland 
Park

$125

Autism 101:  Understanding and Working with 
Children on the Autism Spectrum

October 9, 2008 Cappers-Topeka None

Let’s Talk:  Children with Speech and Language 
Delay

November 13, 2008 Cappers-Topeka None
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Atchison County Dream Team minutes                
September 15th, 2008

 NEXT MEETING:   October 21, 2008;   3:30 pm
@ Acheivement Services

Present: LeA’nn Glover, Kathy Botts, Bekki Parsons, Janet Settich, Christen Lacy, Sherry Domann, 
Shelia Boos, Karen Compton, Cheryl Sylvester, Dana Clary

The minutes for August 19th were presented. Sheila made the motion to approve the minutes and 
LeA’nn seconded the motion, it was voted on and the motion passed.  
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review. Christen made the motion to approve the 
minutes and Janet seconded the motion, it was voted on and the motion passed.  

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Bekki Parsons, in attendance: 
• The ECC meeting was moved to Tuesday September 16th at the Board of Education at 3:30.

Parents University: nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS: 

•Website:  Nancy Bullock sent out an e-mail requesting our agency website addresses so they 
may be linked to the new site. 

•Globe Articles:  Tom Sack is checking on the Globe Articles and we decided that the first 
article should be a debut article about the Dream Team.

•CDC Grant:  Bekki contacted Brandon from KDHE and he replied with an e-mail stating that 
the grant has been approved, but not funded.  This means that if funding becomes available, 
the grant will be carried out.  

NEW BUSINESS:  
•The Kansas Health Policy Authority: The committee members from the Kansas Health 

Policy Authority were present to follow up on a listening tour that was done in 2007.  The 
committee members presented the proposals that will be submitted to the Legislature with 
the approval of the board.  There was discussion and questions on the topics.   

•Wellness project:  It was decided that the Dream Team should support the efforts of Diane 
Nielson to initiate an obesity prevention program for Atchison County.  There was a 
committee made that will be meeting to decide what approach to take and how to make a 
program that lasts year round.  It was discussed to get the businesses involved in the project 
on some level as well. Sheila Boos is going to organize the committee and set up meetings.
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AGENCY REPORTS

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, e-mail notes and in 
attendance:  

• Twenty-three infants and toddlers and their families are currently being served by the local tiny-k 
network.  One IFSP is in development and there are five new referrals.  Three children 
transitioned this month.  

• The Count Your Kid In developmental screening is scheduled for the 17th in October from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule.

Atchison County Extension Office:  Submitted by Diane Neilson, unable to attend: 
• I am promoting Family Day- Sept 22 to encourage families to eat together.  Have a flier for 

schools. I am sitting at the wrong computer to attach the flier.  This is part of the Family 
Partnership promotion.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Shelia Boos, in attendance:  
• The Atchison County Health Department will not be going to a 4-day work week.  They will be 

open Monday-Friday.  Sheila is the new child care surveyor until a replacement is hired.  
• The ACHD participated in two emergency preparedness drills.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• I really have nothing new except that the hospital Ground Breaking was a neat community 

event and the auxiliary was publicly recognized for our contributions and continuing support to 
the hospital.  The construction project has been slowed a little by the rains but should be on 
schedule for completion by Jan. or Feb. 2010. 

The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $1,135.20 as of Sept. 15th, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

NEK-CAP, Inc.:  Submitted by Bekki Parson, e-mail notes and in attendance:
• Nothing to report.
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Submitted by Bekki Parsons, President
     
Available trainings/workshops include:    
 

Title Date(s) Location Fee
Autism Spectrum Disorders:  Beyond Diagnosis Oct. 16-17 Overland Park, KS. None
Kansas Reads to Preschoolers (B-5)                  
http://www.kfcb.info

Nov. 16-22 Local library None

http://www.kfcb.info/
http://www.kfcb.info/
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Atchison County Dream Team minutes With Corrections              

November 18th, 2008
 NEXT MEETING:   December 16th , 2008;   3:30 pm

@ Acheivement Services

Present: Kathy Botts, Sherry Domann, Janet Settich, Kelli Flanner, Sr. Gabrielle Kocour, Shelia Boos, 
Christen Lacy, Calley Hampton, Cheryl Sylvester, LeA’nn Glover, Kelli Rodgers, Tina Pierce, Dixie 
Williams, Bekki Parsons, Tom Sack, Diane Neilson, and Nancy Bullock 

The minutes for September 15th and October 21st were reviewed.  Kathy Botts made the motion to 
approve the minutes and Shelia Boos seconded it.  The motion was voted on and the motion passed.
    
The Monthly financial report was presented for review. 

Early Childhood Committee: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance: 
• They received the grant for $7,500 for teaching values and parenting skills.
• They committee is working on updating the brochure to include the all Early Childhood 

Education resources in Atchison.
• Next meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 9th  at 12:00 at the Board of Education PAT Resource Room.
• The Read from the Start program will begin soon and will be held at the Board of Education. 

Nine families are currently signed up.

Parents University: nothing to report.  A meeting will be held the week after Thanksgiving to begin 
discussion of ideas.  

A presentation was given by Anne DeShazo, Juvenile Justice Authority Program Coordinator,  
regarding grant opportunities.  The grant applications go through the Advisory Board in Atchison 
County.  There are three different grant options.  She will be available to assist with the grant process.  
For further information visit www.leavenworthcounty.org , go to the JJA Documents section.  There is 
also an opportunity to attend Kansas Enrichment/ Grant Blast which is a faith and community based 
organization that helps in many different areas.  The meeting is Dec. 4th in Topeka from 1-5pm.

OLD BUSINESS: 

•Website:  With the new website up and running, discussion was held about no longer e-
mailing the minutes individually.  Cheryl made the motion and LeA’nn seconded it to have 
the minutes available online and no longer mailed individually.  The motion was voted on 
and passed.

• Election of Officers:  The following have accepted nominations for their noted posts, Shelia 
Boos – President, Christen Lacey- Vice President, Nancy Bullock – Secretary, Karen 
Compton – Treasurer.  Ballots were cast.  They will be counted and reported upon in the 

http://www.leavenworthcounty.org
http://www.leavenworthcounty.org
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next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:  
•Health Rocks:  This is a new program for High and Middle School students that involves 

using a Peer mentor to aid in teaching healthy lifestyles.  

AGENCY REPORTS

Atchison City Infant-Toddler program: Submitted by Sherry Domann, in attendance:  
 The Count Your Kid In developmental screening is scheduled for the 12th in December from 9:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call AES at 367-1161 to schedule.
 Infant-Toddler services is working with 24 children and families. Sherry attended a follow up 

meeting on Family Service Coordination provision and training in Lawrence, Nov. 5th, for all the 
state-wide networks. 

Atchison County Extension Office:  Submitted by Diane Neilson, in attendance:
• In Jan. the Extension office is sponsoring the “Community Meltdown” to promote healthy diet 

and exercise.
• The 4-H program is investigating ways to be more involved in the whole county, including the 

city of Atchison.

Atchison County Health Dept.: Submitted by Shelia Boos, in attendance:  
• The Atchison County Health Department is having a flu clinic.  They want to arrange to 

provide a flu shot, for a nominal fee, to parents who can’t afford to get a shot.  
• They will be creating a list of recipes, in collaboration with the Healthy Atchison program, to 

be distributed with the WIC foods that use the foods approved by WIC.

Atchison Hospital Auxiliary: Submitted by Kathy Botts, in attendance:
• Hospital Health Fair in November.  Over 300 people attended including young families.  There 

were a wide range of exhibitors.  Thanks to all those who helped.
• The State Hospital Association convention was held in Overland Park.  Four Atchison Hospital 

Auxiliary officers attended the state convention.  (Three hospital staff members attended also.)  
We were presented with and accepted the Gold Award of Excellence.  To receive this award the 
Auxiliary has to meet 21 requirements.

• SHICK prescription drug program sign up for Part D is from Nov. 15th – Dec. 31st.

Atchison Housing Authority:  Submitted by Tina Pierce, in attendance:
 There will be a community Thanksgiving dinner held at Mall Towers on Thanksgiving day.  

Some food has been donated by Second Harvest and the rest was from private donations.
 Tina shared that they have a Money Smarts curriculum that teaches banking and budgeting 

skills.  She will check into support for the program from local banks as it is an FDIC approved 
program.
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Atchison Public Library: Submitted by Cheryl Sylvester, in attendance: 
• They are participating in Kansas Reads to Preschool.  This program gives books to preschool 

children. 
• There are new books in the library, for children, which deal with Learning Values and Dealing 

with Bullies. 
• There were 300 people in attendance to the Candyland presentation.
• The Lego tournament had 19 individuals who built items out of Lego’s.
• The Prime Time reading program was not funded this year.
• The Bert Nash students created a mural which was based on the book “I Want a Dog”

Atchison Public Schools: Submitted by Tom Sack, in attendance:
• Please e-mail Tom with any factual information to assist in connecting families to resources.
• District Judge Bedner, is a new judge and is known for his dedication for making parents 

involved in their children’s schooling, i.e.: ordering parents to attend school functions.

Boys and Girls Club:   Submitted by Tina Pierce (for Greg Pickman), in attendance:
• On Sat. Nov.22nd at 2:00 pm, the Benedictine College students will be presenting a musical 

“Thru the Decades”.  Proceeds from this presentation will go to the Boys and Girls club.

The Guidance Center Report: Submitted by LeA’nn Glover in attendance:
• Flex Fund- The current flexible funds balance in Atchison is $700.15 as of Nov. 21st, 2008.  

These funds are used for families who have a severely emotionally disturbed child living within 
their home and there is a financial need.  The applicant first must check at least 2 community 
resources and be denied help before applying.  These funds are available to anyone meeting the 
criteria in the Atchison Community.  To apply contact LeA’nn Glover (913) 682-5118.

NEK-CAP, Inc.:  Submitted by Bekki Parsons, in attendance:
• Head Start is serving more children than they have ever served before.
• The Christmas Bureau applications are being turned in and the number are up from last year.  

Bekki hopes the donations will be enough to cover the need.  They will be distributed on Dec. 
17th.

• There is one opening in the SMILE program – A self sufficiency program that goes along with 
the BOSS program (mentors for the SMILE program)

• They currently have 28 children enrolled in Early Head Start.

Parent Contribution:  Submitted by Nancy Bullock, in attendance:
• A recent presentation was given by the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.  They are trying to 

develop the program in Atchison.  Tom Sack noted that several school officials will be meeting 
with a representative from the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.

Sophia Center: Submitted by Sr. Gabrielle Kocour, in attendance:
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• The Sophia Center has new brochures available, outlining the activities offered for the 
upcoming year.

Submitted by Nancy A. Bullock, Secretary.
     
Available trainings/workshops include:    
 

Title Date(s) Location Fee
Advanced Home Visitation Training Nov. 24 & 25 Salina None


